
E. Air brakes shall have both a visible and audible warning device whenever the air 
pressure falls below the level where warnings are required under FMVSS No. 121, 
Air Brake Systems. 

F. All Type D buses 71 and over passenger capacity shall be equipped with air 
brakes. 

BUMPER (FRONT) 

A. School buses shall be equipped with a front bumper. 

B. The front bumper on buses of Type A-2 (with GVWR greater than 14,500 pounds), 
Type C, and Type D shall be equivalent in strength and durability to pressed steel 
channel at least 3/16 inches thick and not less than 8 inches wide (high). It shall 
extend beyond the forward-most part of the body, grille, hood and fenders and 
shall extend to the outer edges of the fenders at the bumper’s top line. Type A 

buses having a GVWR of 14,500 pounds or less may be equipped with an OEM- 
supplied front bumper. The front bumper shall be of sufficient strength to permit 
being pushed by another vehicle on a smooth surface with a 5-degree, (8.7 
percent) grade, without permanent distortion. The contact point on the front 

bumper is intended to be between the frame rails, with as wide a contact area as 

possible. If the front bumper is used for lifting, the contact points shall be under the 

bumper attachments to the frame rail brackets unless the manufacturer specifies 
different lifting points in the owner's manual. Contact and lifting pressures should 
be applied simultaneously at both lifting points. 

C. The front bumper, except breakaway bumper ends, shall be of sufficient strength 
to permit pushing a vehicle of equal gross vehicle weight, per Section B, without 
permanent distortion to the bumper, chassis or body. 

D. The bumper shall be designed or reinforced so that it will not deform when the bus 
is lifted by a chain that is passed under the bumper (or through the bumper if holes 
are provided for this purpose) and attached to both tow hooks/eyes. For the 
purpose of meeting this specification, the bus shall be empty and positioned on a 

level, hard surface, and both tow hooks/eyes shall share the load equally. 

BUMPER (REAR) 

A. The bumper on Type A-1 buses shall be a minimum of 8 inches wide (high). 

Bumpers on Types A-2, C and D buses shall be a minimum of 9 % inches wide 
(high). The bumper shall be of sufficient strength to permit being pushed by 
another vehicle of similar size and being lifted by the bumper without permanent 
distortion. 


