RFP #19-06


RANKIN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

1220 APPLE PARK PLACE

BRANDON MISSISSIPPI 39042

TELEPHONE

(601) 825-5590

INVITATION:  Electronic bids, subject to the conditions herein stated and attached hereto, will be received at this office until 10:00 a.m. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2019, local time and then publicly opened, read aloud and taken under advisement for the sale of the items listed below:

DESCRIPTION
2019-2020 Wireless Network Infrastructure
All bid information may be obtained via the following web address: www.rcsd.ms/bids or www.bidnetdirect.com/mississippi/rankincountysd. You may also obtain the documents in person at the Administrative Office Building of the Rankin County School District, located at 1220 Apple Park Place, Brandon Mississippi.

Electronic bids should be submitted through the website: https://www.bidnetdirect.com/mississippi/rankincountysd
To register at no charge, simply click on the "Register" link. Follow the registration path and select the "Limited Access" option, which will provide you with matching bid notifications and alerts from Rankin County School District. We welcome your participation and cooperation!
Inquires regarding this bid can be submitted online at the following: https://www.bidnetdirect.com/mississippi/rankincountysd
INTRODUCTION
Rankin County School District is working to establish a reliable and dependable wireless network that will help continue our technology initiatives. The district currently uses Cisco switches for network connectivity and will be replacing Xirrus wireless devices. The district would prefer a solution in response to this RFP for consistent, efficient and cost effectiveness for the district during the implementation of the projects as well as future support.

Prices quoted shall be all-inclusive (including all applicable taxes, shipping cost, training, and technical support) and represent complete integration with the existing network where necessary.  Prices quoted in the vendor’s response will remain in effect until E-Rate C2 funding is awarded for the 2019-2020 E-Rate/school year.

Omissions in the proposal of any provision herein described shall not be construed as to relieve the vendor of any responsibility or obligation to the complete and satisfactory delivery, operation and support of any services.

Should the vendor have questions or find discrepancies in, or omissions from this RFP, or shall be in doubt, to its meaning, the vendor shall at once notify the Rankin County School District.  All questions should be addressed on the website at the following address:

https://www.bidnetdirect.com/mississippi/rankincountysd 
	
	
	

	
	BID CALENDAR
	

	
	
	

	
	BID NUMBER 19-06
	

	
	
	

	Bid Publication
	 
	January 23, 2019

	Bid Publication
	 
	January 30, 2019

	Last day for Questions
	 
	February 14, 2019

	Proposals Due
	February 19, 2019

	Recommendation to PPRB Board
	March 6, 2019

	Recommendation to RCSD Board
	March 20, 2019


VENDOR BID INSTRUCTIONS
B-1 - DELIVERY OF BIDS:

1. The Rankin County School Board will receive electronic bids through the site https://www.bidnetdirect.com/mississippi/rankincountysd in the office of the Director of Purchasing, Administrative Office Building of the Rankin County School District, 1220 Apple Park Place, Brandon, Mississippi, as per the date and time specified on page 1, at which time the bids will be publicly opened, read aloud and taken under advisement.
2. No employee of the Rankin County School District shall be entitled to submit a bid.
3. Bids or alterations by fax or telephone will not be accepted.
4. If the Rankin County School District Administrative Office Building is closed for any reason, including but not limited to:  acts of God, strikes, lockouts, riots, acts of war, epidemics, governmental regulations superimposed after the fact, fire, earthquakes, floods or other natural disasters (the “Force Majeure Events”), which closure prevents the opening of bids at the advertised date and time, all bids received shall be publicly opened and read aloud on the next business day that the district shall be open and at the previously advertised time.  The new date and time of the bid opening, as determined in accordance with this paragraph, shall not be advertised, and all Vendors/Contractors, upon submission of a bid proposal shall be deemed to have knowledge of and shall have agreed to the provisions of this paragraph. The district shall not be held responsible for the receipt of any bids for which the delivery was attempted and failed due to the closure of the district offices as a result of a Force Majeure Event.  Each Vendor/Contractor shall be required to ensure the delivery and receipt of its bid by the district prior to the new date and time of the bid opening.
B-2 - BID ADDENDUM:

1. Any interpretation of the documents will be made by written addendum only issued by the office of the Director of Purchasing and a copy of such addendum will be posted on the district website and to https://www.bidnetdirect.com/mississippi/rankincountysd. The district will not be responsible for any other explanation of the proposed document.
2. As per Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended; SEC. 31-7-13. Bid requirements and exceptions; (iv) No addendum to bid specifications may be issued within forty-eight (48) working hours of the time established for the receipt of bids unless such addendum also amends the bid opening to a date not less than five (5) working days after the date of the addendum. 

B-3 - PROPER EXECUTION

1. All bids must be submitted in accordance with Section 31-7-13 and Section 37-7-455 of Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended, and must be properly executed and signed by the Bidder or a responsible officer or employee of the Bidder.
2. Bids should be checked before submission for accuracy and correctness since the Rankin County School District WILL NOT be responsible for any errors for which the Bidder is responsible.
3. The district reserves the right to reject bids from Bidders who submit poorly completed bids.

B-4 - CERTIFICATION OF INDEPENDENT PRICE DETERMINATION:

By signing the BIDDER’S PROPOSAL FORM the Bidder certifies, in connection with procurement, to the best of their knowledge and belief:
A. That the prices in the BIDDER’S PROPOSAL FORM have been arrived at independently, without consultation, communication, or agreement, for the purpose of restricting competition; as to any matter relating to such prices with any other Bidder.

B. That unless otherwise required by law, the prices have not been knowingly disclosed by the Bidder and will not knowingly be disclosed by the Bidder prior to the Bid Opening Date and Time specified on the NOTICE TO BIDDERS, directly or indirectly with any other Bidder.

C. That no attempt has been made or will be made by the Bidder to induce any other Person or Bidder to submit or not to submit a BID PROPOSAL for the purpose of restricting competition.

B-5 - BID WITHDRAWAL and MODIFICATION:

1. Bids submitted electronically may be modified or withdrawn up until the closing date and time.
2. No withdrawals will be accepted by telephone or fax.
3. No bids shall be withdrawn for a period of thirty (30) days following the bid opening date.

B-6 - BID OPENING:

1. All bid openings are open to the public.  The Rankin County School District staff will read a summary of each bidder's bid and answer questions to the extent possible at the time.  Any information provided in the bid which contains trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial information and which bidder does not wish to be disclosed other than for purposes of evaluating it must be clearly labeled on each sheet as confidential.
2. All disclosures of bid information to interested parties will be made in compliance with Rankin County School District policies and procedures established in accordance with the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983 defined in Section 25-61 of the Mississippi Code.

B-7 - RIGHT TO REJECT BIDS:

The Rankin County Board of Education reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids or any groups thereof and waive any defect or informality in any bid or bidding procedure.

B-8 - BID ACCEPTANCE:

1. If the Rankin County School District accepts a bid in response to this request, it will accept the bid of and award the bid to the lowest and best responsive bidder.
2. Unless otherwise stated in the BID SPECIFICATIONS all bids shall be binding for a minimum of thirty (30) days following the acceptance of the bid by the Rankin County Board of Education.

B-9. - BID AWARD:
Evaluation Methodology
The RCSD will award a contract based on the vendor submission that best meets the needs of the school system with regard to the current Technology Plan, future growth, RFP specifications, and not necessarily the lowest price even though price will be a priority factor.  The following factors will be considered when evaluating responses:

· Price of Goods and Services

· Preference will be given for Prior Positive Experience with School District

· Preference will be given to vendors with a proven service history.  

Vendor Qualifications

 
The winning vendor must have or be certified with the following:
· Must be able to supply all products and services.

· Must be an authorized dealer in the State of Mississippi for all products.

· Must have appropriate Manufacturer Partner Status for products being quoted. 

· Must have an E-Rate vendor with a Form 498 on file
· The Vendor will provide a binding contract to the Rankin County School District for submission to the Schools and Libraries Division. 
Disqualification of Bidder
The Owner reserves the right to award to other than the lower Bidder when, in the Owner’s judgment, it is in his best interested to do so.  A Bidder may be disqualified for such reasons as:

A. Bidder’s failure to comply with requirements regarding Certificate of Responsibility.

B. Bidder’s failure to sign Bidder’s Proposal Form or to otherwise properly complete the Proposal Form.

C. Bidder being in arrears on existing contracts.

D. Bidder being in litigation with the Owner.

E. Bidder having defaulted on a previous contract.

F. Bidder having preformed unsatisfactorily on a previous contract, including but not limited to the Bidder’s failure to fulfill the warranty obligations of a previous contract with the Owner.

G. Bidder’s failure to include documentation for required certifications and authorizations.

The above is not an inclusive list.

B-10 - BILLING/ORDERING
1. All items or services shall be billed to the individual school(s) or department(s) to which they are delivered or performed, unless otherwise specified in the BID SPECIFICATIONS.
2. All invoices are due in the Administrative Office Building of the Rankin County School District, 1220 Apple Park Place, Brandon, Mississippi 30942, on or before the last day of each month.  If they are not received by that date payment will not be made until the following month.
3. Payment of above described invoices shall be on the 2nd Wednesday of each month.
4. No negotiations, decisions or actions shall be executed by any bidder as a result of any discussions with any District employee.  Only transactions that are on a Rankin County School District purchase order may be considered official.

B-11 - DAMAGE OR LOSS:

1. Any damage or loss to Rankin County School District property as a result of any action by the successful Bidder in the execution or performance of any item or service in this bid, shall be repaired to the satisfaction of the Rankin County Board of Education, at the Bidder’s expense, within a reasonable time set forth by the Rankin County Board of Education.
2. The successful Bidder shall hold the Rankin County Board of Education, Rankin County School District, its Officers, Agents and Employees harmless from liability of any nature or kind whatsoever, because of use of by publisher or author, manufacturer or agent of any copyrighted or un-copyrighted composition, secret process, patented or unpatented invention, article, environment-sensitive material, or appliance furnished or used under this bid.

B-12- DELIVERY:

1. It is understood that the Bidder agrees to deliver all items prepaid (F.O.B. Destination) to points of receipt.  All related cost for delivery are to be borne by the Bidder and should be included in their bid.
2. Any items requiring unpacking and/or assembly and/or installation WILL BE UNPACKED, ASSEMBLED, INSTALLED AND SET IN PLACE AND MADE FULLY OPERATIONAL BY THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER AT THEIR OWN EXPENSE, at the time and place designated by the Rankin County School District, unless otherwise stated in the bid specifications.
3. Under no circumstances will the Rankin County School District assume any responsibility in connection with deliveries of the items bid.
4. If the successful Bidder fails to deliver by the specified delivery date or a reasonable time thereafter, giving acceptable reasons for delay, the Rankin County School District reserves the right to cancel the portion which he has failed to deliver within the specified time and/or to purchase it elsewhere, charging the increase in price and cost of handling, if any, to the Bidder.

BID SPECIFICATIONS

C-1 GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS:

Equipment and Maintenance Specifications
The district is seeking bids for the following equipment (or equivalent):
Aerohive AP250 (approx. 505 units) and Aerohive AP550 (approx. 29 units). Price should be quoted per unit and include the relevant management license (1 or 3 year options). Quantities are subject to change based on E-Rate funding status and district budget allowances.

Rankin County School District’s intent is to implement a next generation wireless solution for 1:1 and online testing.  A primary requirement with this solution is to provide the capability to operate with multiple SSID’s for all WLAN users and district owned devices. Ensuring that available wireless bandwidth is available during critical testing windows will be accomplished through effective use of user/device policies.  This will provide ease of use and ease of administrative management.  Another critical requirement of this system is the ability to maintain client Session State in the event of a Wireless controller failure. By leveraging advanced features of next generation wireless functionality, Rankin County School District can eliminate rogue/unauthorized Wi-Fi in classrooms.  

· Must integrate seamlessly into existing wired infrastructure 

· Access Points must support dual concurrent, dual-band 802.11a/c (5 GHz) and 802.11b/g/n (2.4 GHz) connectivity

· Access Point must support PoE and provide the option for an external power adapter.

· Access Points should be available with internal and external antenna options. 

· Access Points must support a semi-autonomous mode of operation being able to support intelligent AP encryption, security, filtering, RF Management and QoS, without dependency of the controller.   

· Must support policy enforcement and rate limiting at the AP. Please describe this capability.

· Access Points must simultaneously support tunneled traffic and bridged traffic at the AP.

· Access Points must support self-forming and self-healing meshing

· Must provide the capability to ensure equal airtime for all clients in environments where there is a mix of 802.11a/b/g clients and 802.11n clients. Please describe how this capability is provided.

· Access Point must support plug and play installation

· Access Points must be able to be configured to provide load balancing and band-steering. Please describe the capability. 

· Access Points RF Management must support automatic channel selection and transmit power controls. 

· Access Points RF Management must adapt to new channels based on user configurable signal-to-noise ratio and channel occupancy.

· System must support centrally-deployed configurations and upgrades. Please describe this capability.

· Must support assignment of policies to the clients without requiring segmentation via dedicated SSIDs

· Must support the ability to apply and control wireless client policy and Rate Limit per client within a single SSID.

· Controller/AP must support option to tunneled and bridge traffic from same user based on Layer 2/Layer3/Layer4 rule matching to optimally support protocol like Bonjor, UnPN and any other generic link-local multicast protocols

· Must support authentication and encryption standards including: WEP, WPA (TKIP), WPA2 (AES), 802.11i, 802.1x

· Must support RADIUS Authentication and Accounting

· Must support a lifetime warranty on APs. Please describe the warranty offered for both the wireless APs and wireless controller.

· System must be controller-less and managed by a cloud based SaaS application.
· Must support Private Pre-Shared Keys. These keys must allow role-based profiles to be assigned to users on a single SSID.

· Must support configuration templates for Access Points that allow different models of Access Points to run different versions of firmware. This must allow older Access Points to run older versions of firmware while allowing newer Access Points to run newer versions of firmware.

REFERENCES
1. BUSINESS NAME: _____________________________________________ CONTACT PERSON: _____________________________________________ 
TITLE OF CONTACT: _____________________________________________ ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________ TELEPHONE NUMBER: ___________________________________________
2. BUSINESS NAME: _____________________________________________ CONTACT PERSON: _____________________________________________ 
TITLE OF CONTACT: _____________________________________________ ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________ TELEPHONE NUMBER: ___________________________________________
3. BUSINESS NAME: _____________________________________________ CONTACT PERSON: _____________________________________________ 
TITLE OF CONTACT: _____________________________________________ ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________ TELEPHONE NUMBER: ___________________________________________
Bidder’s Proposal Form
Wireless Network Infrastructure
Vendor Information
Vendor Name: _________________________________________________________

Vendor Address: _______________________________________________________

Vendor City: ____________________ 
State: _________ ZIP: _________________

Vendor Telephone: _________________________
Fax: _______________________
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	Total Bid
	


Acknowledgements (initial beside each)
___________________

I/We warrant that all equipment quoted is new (meaning having never Acknowledged/Agreed


been opened or refurbished by any party since original manufacturing)
___________________

I/We warranty that all equipment quoted meets or exceeds requested

Acknowledged/Agreed


quantity, brand, and specifications as detailed in this RFP. If any 

products do not meet or exceed requested quantity, brand, and 

specifications, documentation is attached with noted quantity, brand,

specifications and warranty of optional items/solutions

Authorized Signature, Title and Date: _______________________________________________________________
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