Mississippi State University
Notice of Proposed Sole Source Purchase 
234-20
Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.

1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description): 
3 – Lasair III 110 Aerosol Particle Counter Part No. 111010-1010
12 – Lithium Ion Batteries for Lasair III 110 Part. No: 1000020795 (4 required per Particle Counter)
1 – Hand Held Isokinetic Sampling Probe, HHIPA-1 CFM Lasair III
2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s), how is it unique from all other options, and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 
This rugged instrument is required for testing HEPA filters for filtration efficiency rapidly. It is required that the unit have a calibration that meets the requirements of the ICET NQA-1 quality assurance program. In this case an ISO 17025 calibration is acceptable. This is the only manufacturer that offers this type product with an ISO 17025 calibration. Additionally this unit must have adjustable sizing channels for sizing of aerosols at 0.3 micrometers during  the filtration efficiency test. 
3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 

Company: Particle Measuring Systems a Spectris Company.
Additional distributors of aerosol instruments have been contacted for pricing for this item. The suppliers of this product indicated that the instrument is not available for selling to ICET either due to availability of the instrument or permission to sell within the United States. Additional suppliers were reached out to without any response. 
Alpha Controls and Instrumentation – Cannot Quote this product in the USA.

ATEC – Rental only due to availability of product
4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
Current quote for the items are:
3 – Lasair III 110 – $63,300 
12 – Lithium Ion Batteries - $5,856 
1 – Hand Held Isokinetic Sampling Probe, HHIPA-1 CFM Lasair III - $1,452
Total Cost – $70,608

The cost of the items is consistent with the cost of typical aerosol instrumentation.
5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:
We have searched online for possible suppliers and contacted them for quotes. The quote we received is the only one we could get and is from the manufacturer.
Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Jennifer Mayfield, CPPO
Interim Deputy Director of Procurement & Contracts
jmayfield@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”

The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.
