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Notice of Proposed Sole Source Purchase SSP156-35

Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description): 
	SonoSite Edge® Ultrasound System
1. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s) and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 
	The Mississippi State University College of Veterinary Medicine Anesthesia Service is 	seeking a portable ultrasound machine for clinical, research, and teaching purposes.  	SonoSite is the only company able to provide an ultrasound machine that has all of the 	features necessary to fill all of these roles and the company support to help facilitate these 	goals.  The SonoSite Edge® is a is a high-quality portable ultrasound unit that specifically 	fits all the criteria we require, and SonoSite holds several patents that make their 	equipment the most appropriate for the anesthesia service’s needs. 
	SonoSite holds a patent on portable ultrasound devices weighing less than 10 lbs with 	continuous and pulsed wave color-flow Doppler, M-Mode, broadband imaging, harmonic 	imaging, and an all-digital beam former.  SonoSite’s ultrasound systems are all 	constructed in the USA to meet Department of Defense specifications and are designed to 	withstand a 3 foot drop test onto a steel plate.  They also provide a 5 year full warranty, 	which includes probe replacement (with no yearly limits on number of probes).  	Transducers are also protected under warranty when alcohol is used on the patient rather 	than ultrasound gel.  If a machine must be sent out for repairs, Sonosite will overnight 	ship a replacement device so that case flow is not inhibited during the machine’s absence.  	These characteristics of portability and durability are important, in addition to the 	ultrasound features we require, as this machine will be used to perform local blocks and 	vascular imaging on small and large animal patients in hospital and also out in the field at 	zoo and wildlife sanctuaries.  The SonoSite Edge® is the only machine that satisfy these 	criteria.
	For teaching and research purposes, the Edge® also has advanced needle visualization 	(ANV), a proprietary and patented software algorithm from SonoSite, which clearly 	enhances needle visualization while maintaining image quality of the target and 	surrounding anatomy.  Sonosite is also the only company that incorporates broadband 	technology into all of its portable ultrasound units and transducers, which allows for 	better harmonic imaging and improved image resolution.
	The Edge® also provides the following required features: color Doppler (continuous and 	pulsed wave), DICOM compatability with easily exported images, ability to easily 	change transducers, multiple transducers included in estimate (to allow for a variety of 	imaging modalities), ability to login for facilitation of user customization and charge 	capture, easily cleaned and splash-resistant keyboard, at least one hour of battery life, 	ability to record video clips for at least 10 seconds, and state memory capacity of at least 	8 GB. 
	In addition to these features, SonoSite is able to promote teaching and research 	endeavors, which are important in an academic environment.  SonoSite is very active in 	the veterinary community, with connections to many leading veterinary specialists, and 	they are willing to provide extra machines and people for courses and continuing 	education exercises, which would further the collaborative efforts of Mississippi State 	University and the College of Veterinary Medicine as a whole.  SonoSite also will send 	employees to train new faculty and residents, whenever we request this service.	

1. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 
	SonoSite, Inc.
	21919 30th Drive SE
	Bothell, Washington 98021-3904
	United States
	Tel: +1 425 951 1200
	FAX: (425) 951-1201 (Sales order fax: 425-951-1455, Service parts fax: 425-951-6700)
	Email: ultrasound@sonosite.com

	SonoSite is the only authorized distributor of its products in North America.

1. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
	$34,752.50

	This price is heavily discounted (list price for the Edge and all the included features is 	$90,635.00) through SonoSite’s Frontier Pricing program, which discounts prices for 	academic institutions.

1. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:
	Sonosite has patented technology that other companies do not have available to them.  I 	did contact other companies to investigate their products further, and this confirmed that 	they cannot provide all the features we need.  	

Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Don Buffum, CPPO
Director of Procurement & Contracts
dbuffum@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.


