The University of Southern Mississippi
Notice of Proposed Sole Source Purchase
SSP 16-010 RFx 3150000355

The University of Southern Mississippi anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase. Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.

1. Description of the commodity that USM is seeking to procure:
Modular-based research spectrofluorometer for steady-state and fluorescence lifetime determination with compatibility with Fianium supercontinuum white light laser.
2. Explanation of why the commodity is the only one that meets the needs of the agency:
The Horiba PTI QuantaMaster 400 spectrofluorometer provides the most sensitive instrument available with demonstrated detection of the equivalent of 400 attomolar fluorescein in 0.1 N Sodium Hydroxide.  This level of detection is critical to the success of the intended research.  This sensitivity is due in part to the proprietary “Green” (low power consumption) 75W ellipsoidal light source, which provides more light at the focal point than other competing products despite consuming 1/6 the electricity.  The requested system is the only system available with manually-controlled slits, eliminating reliance on electronics and ensuring accurate settings.  The system quoted is the only one available that can be fitted with a frequency doubler in the  future to extend excitation wavelengths down to 180 nm, which will be critical for future research projects. The system requested is the only system available with multi-mode detection PMT’s which will allow us not only digital but 4 forms of analog detection all of which will be valuable for our projects.  This requested system will be further enhanced through collaborations at a later date with a proprietary NIR detection system which can only be provided by Horiba Scientific.  The system requested is the only instrument with a 10nsec deadtime while doing TCSPC. This capability will improve productivity in the lab by up to a factor of 10. Only Horiba has in excess of 30 service engineers in the US providing us with the assurance we need that the instrument will not be in-operable for any significant period of time.
3. Explanation of why the source is the only source is the only person or entity that can provide the required commodity:
Horiba is the sole manufacturer of this instrument and has no dealers or reps in Mississippi.
4. Explanation of why the amount to be expended for the commodity is reasonable:
Horiba Scientific prices are well within the market norm for spectrofluorometers which possess the capability to meet the research needs. In addition, the manufacturer will provided discounts greater (15-20%) than those typically offered to academic institutions. 
5. Efforts that the agency went through to obtain the best possible price for the commodity:
The end user has taken great care over several months to select the only equipment that has demonstrated to have the capability to meet needs now and in the foreseeable future and has negotiated the best pricing possible resulting in a >17%  discount from original academic list price.

	Advertisement Schedule
	Date

	1st scheduled
	1/28/16

	2nd scheduled
	2/4/16



Comments/objections will be received as required per Section 31-7-13 (C) of the Mississippi Code until 8:00 a.m. (Central Time) on February 22, 2016.
Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Steve Ballew
Director of Procurement & Contracts 118 College Dr. Box 5003 Hattiesburg, MS 39406
Steve.ballew@usm.edu
Phone: 601-266-4131
[bookmark: _GoBack]Subject Line must read "Sole Source Objection"
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement. Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable. 

If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, USM determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then USM will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.

If USM determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then USM will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board. USM will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.
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