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Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description): 
Console, Automatic, VFD-MOE
2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s) and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 
The equipment interfaces with our existing concrete materials testing equipment to allow determination of material properties; specifically, it catalogs the compressive strength of concrete samples with respect to sample ID and design specifics.  It facilitates rapid testing of large quantities of compressive samples while eliminating the potential for data loss, data mismanagement, or data error.  Such systems are a requirement of any data management plan as required for NSF research and is highly recommended by ASTM, ACI, and the materials testing industry.  As such, adding this equipment to our lab increases both teaching and research opportunities.
3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 
Forney LP
Forney is the Global Leader in Construction Materials Testing Equipment.  They offer thousands of scientific instruments for testing, measuring and processing construction material. We work with small, private test labs as well as DOTs, universities, civil engineers, pre-casters, block producers, material producers, construction companies, engineering consultants, the Federal Highway Administration, and the US Army Corps of Engineers.  
With this diverse and broad of a market, they are the industry standard and are generally specified in standard methods as published by ASTM and ACI.  As a result, the competition (if there is any) offers only basic, entry-level equipment appropriate for small batches or single samples.  Also, what equipment that is available other than Forney is provided by resellers who are vendors of equipment made overseas.  Hence, the markup generally keeps them from being competitive on even the most basic of equipment.  (ex.: Zhengzhou Nanbei Instrument Equipment Co., Ltd.; Nanjing T-Bota Scietech Instruments & Equipment Co., Ltd.; Dongguan Liyi Test Equipment Co., Ltd.)

4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
$12,700.00 USD
5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:

A comprehensive search of the internet was conducted.  Searches were conducted for the following key words or phrases: Forney VFD/Auto Series, Alternatives Forney VFD/Auto Series, Concrete Materials Testing Equipment, Laboratory Data Collection, and Materials Equipment Data Collection.  Calls were made to the few companies that were identified through this effort which confirmed they did not have instrumentation to do the tasks the requested equipment does.  We inquired of representative of Forney LP if there was a competitor and they supplied a sole source letter confirming they are the only manufacturer of the equipment.  

At this point, in requesting a price, we informed them that we were limited in the funds available and that we had other equipment we were considering.  We indicated that we were going to buy as much equipment as we could afford and that if their price was too much, we would have to forgo purchasing it.  In response, they gave us what was represented as their educational discount, with assurance this is the best price they ever give and that we were getting it because we were a previous customer and that we had maintained good relations as a result of our purchase and payment history.  
	
Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Don Buffum, CPPO
Director of Procurement & Contracts
dbuffum@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.

.

