Mississippi State University
Notice of Proposed Sole Source Purchase 
167-06

Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.

1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description): 
Miniature Milking Cow
· The Milking Cow is made of fiberglass and mounted on a fiberglass base.
· The miniature Milking Cow is 57” long x 27” wide x 46” high and weighs approximately 100 pounds.  
· Your Milking Cow will MOO and TALK.
· Your Milking Cow will be a hand painted, unique Jersey with a green (“grass like”) base. We will make every effort to make it look like the photo you’ve provided.
· It is given a top coat of clear PPG urethane, allowing for use in or outdoors.
· A re-circulating pump is mounted within an authentic stainless steel milking pail.
· 110 volt, 5 amps is the electrical requirement.
· You are providing the following artwork:
· The 4-H logo that will be applied to the left hindquarter of the cow.
· The FARMtastic logo that will be applied on the back of the base
· The Mississippi State University Extension logo on the left side of the base.

2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s), how is it unique from all other options, and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 
The Miniature Milking Cow will be a part of the Mississippi State University Extension Service program FARMtastic. This cow will be used in the Barnyard Bonanza focus area to educate children on the importance of the dairy industry and Mississippi agriculture. A miniature cow will be smaller and easier to use in travel around the state. 

3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 
Marquis Entertainment, LLC
This is the only company in the US that makes the miniature size cow. 



4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
[bookmark: _GoBack]$8,125 plus shipping costs of approximately $815 for a total of $8,940
Painted to resemble an actual Jersey cow, the fiberglass cow will talk, moo, and has the recirculating pump so children can experience milking a cow while learning facts about the dairy industry. 

5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:
Researching online and speaking with other organizations within our state who have similar (except full size) cows, this company has proven to be the only one that produces the miniature size that would be more appropriate for our program. For the size and features of this cow we feel that this is the best possible price. 
	
Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Don Buffum, CPPO
Director of Procurement & Contracts
dbuffum@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.

.

