Mississippi State University
Notice of Proposed Sole Source Purchase 
167-31


Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description):
Company: Sartorius  

[bookmark: _GoBack]POS 1     1 x UniVessel Glass CC 1L SW for Biostate Aplus

This item is a Univessel that is used in conjunction with the Biostat Aplus bioreactor that we currently have. 
2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s), how is it unique from all other options, and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 

A Sartorius Bioreactor was previously purchased by our department, In order to be used for research, it either needs to use disposable plastic vessels or a reusable glass vessel. The item to be purchased is the reusable glass vessel that this company makes. This vessel will improve the quality of the research and make the research more sustainable and green, since the plastic vessels will not need to be disposed of. This item is unique because it is the vessel that is manufactured by the company that manufactured the bioreactor that we have and is designed to be used with the specific bioreactor that we have. 

3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 
The name of the company is Sartorius. They are the only possible source for this item because it is a specific vessel that is made to work with the Sartorius bioreactor that we have.



4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
$11,759.10. This is 5 % below the list price for the Glass Univessel that is made by Sartorius.  This is reasonable because it will allow us to pay a 1 time fee for the Univessel in comparison to buying disposable univessels that cost approximately $900 each but can only be used once. Therefore, once we have conducted 13 tests, we will have spent the same amount that we would have on the disposable units, but will still be able to conduct more tests.

5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:
We inquired to the Sartorius companies and Microbiology faculty members to determine if it would be feasible to use a different Univessel than the one that is made by the company. It was stated that it may be possible to find other Univessels, but the performance would not be optimum since the vessel is not specifically designed for use with that Bioreactor. In addition, Sartorius will come and train are lab on how to use the bioreactor and vessel together free of charge. Based on this reasoning, the only logical Univessal to purchase is the Sartorius model.


	

Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Don Buffum, CPPO
Director of Procurement & Contracts
dbuffum@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.

.

