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1 INTRODUCTION

Mississippi Home Corporation (“MHC” or “the Corporation”) was created in 1989 as a public body corporate and politic, separate and apart from the State of Mississippi (“the state”).  MHC is a legal successor-in–interest to the Mississippi Housing Finance Corporation (“MHFC”). While granting the Corporation a broader set of powers than those possessed by MHFC, the Mississippi Home Corporation Act, Sections 43-33-701 et seq., Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended (‘the Act”), vested all property, rights and powers of MHFC in the Corporation, subject to all pledges, covenants, agreements and trusts made or created by MHFC.


2 PURPOSE

The purpose of this Request for Qualifications (“RFQ”) is to solicit responses in accordance with the Mississippi Home Corporation Procurement Regulations from qualified firms to furnish services to MHC as identified in Scope of Services of this request.


3 BOARD	

The powers of the Corporation are vested in nine (9) members of the Mississippi Home Corporation Board of Directors (“the Board”), six (6) of which are appointed by the Governor of the State and three (3) by the Lt. Governor of the State, all of whom shall be residents of the State. All appointments shall be with the advice and consent of the Senate of the State Legislature.
		

4 ADMINSTRATIVE PERSONNEL
 
Mr. Scott Spivey is Executive Director of the Corporation. The Corporation has a staff of 63 employees. 


5 SCOPE OF SERVICES

The requested inspection services will support the Corporations goal to increase the supply of safe, decent, and affordable housing to very-low and low-income families throughout the State through the HOME Investment Partnership Program Homeowner Rehabilitation/Reconstruction.  The Corporation is interested in the performance of work write-ups and inspections to comply with federal regulations relative to the HOME Program.  Activities will include presentations at workshops, pre-bid/pre-construction meetings, work write-ups, cost estimates, and inspection of rehabilitation or reconstruction of owner-occupied single family units, as well as replacement of manufactured homes.  The Inspector will assist Federal Programs staff on issues relative to building codes and inspections in all areas of the HOME Program.  Assume a 24-month service window, with possibility of a 6-month extension.
 
The scope of the services to be provided will include, but is not limited to, the following:

5.1	For rehabilitation activities, perform work write-up and cost estimates and attend pre-bid/pre-construction meetings. 

5.2 For reconstruction, perform cost estimate to indicate cost reasonableness to reconstruct vs. rehabilitate and attend pre-bid/pre-construction meetings. 

5.3 Perform inspections according to activity: reconstruction (foundation, framing, final) and rehabilitation (agreed upon by contractor, inspector and project administrator).  This information must be specified in the contract for activities undertaken.  Inspections must be conducted in accordance with the International Building Code and other adopted local codes.  For reconstruction, in addition to the previously mentioned code, the inspection must also inspect details of the construction specification as indicated on the “Plans”.      

5.4 Provide computer generated reports to include photographs at each inspection.    

5.5 Upon final inspection of each unit, provide an after rehab value.

5.6 Make presentations to recipients of HOME Program funds as it relates to code requirements, rehabilitation standards, work write-ups, cost estimates, scheduling inspections, inspection requirements, and other information relative to the inspection process.

5.7 Work with MHC staff to continue making improvements to the HOME Program.


6	RFQ INSTRUCTIONS

6.1	RFQ Submission and Format

Please submit five (5) copies of your response in the same package clearly marked on the outside “Response to RFQ for Inspection Services” addressed to:

Dana Jones
HOME Program
Mississippi Home Corporation
735 Riverside Drive
Jackson, MS 39202


A copy of the entire response must also be provided as an electronic version (either a CD or a flash drive). Emails will not be accepted for the electronic versions.

The Board desires to minimize submission of superfluous RFQ material. Interested firms are instructed to organize their responses according to the following format:


6.1.1    The narrative answer should be preceded by the question or request for information, limited to one side of a single 8½” X 11” typed page. Supplemental information or background material, if any, must be restricted to Appendices following the responses.

6.1.2 	Do not answer more than one (1) information request per page.

6.1.3     Number consecutively and identify the respondent on each page.

6.1.4     At a minimum, tab responses by RFQ question categories.


6.2	RFQ Terms and Conditions

	The Corporation will make its selection based upon its perception of the need for Inspection services, the demonstrated competence, experience, knowledge and qualifications. By this RFQ however, the Corporation has not committed itself to employ an inspection contractor for any or all of the above described matters, nor does the suggested scope of services or term of agreement require that an Inspection contractor be employed for any of those purposes. MHC reserves the right to make those decisions after receipt of responses, and the Corporation’s decision on these matters is final.

	The Corporation reserves the right to negotiate all elements that comprise the information of the Respondent(s) to ensure that the best possible considerations are afforded to all concerned, and to waive any irregularities. The Corporation reserves the right to reject any and all responses to the RFQ.

The Corporation reserves the right to select a Respondent(s) for specific purposes or for any combination of specific purposes, and to defer the selection of any Respondent(s) to a time of the Corporation’s choosing. All Respondents must be licensed appropriately by the State of Mississippi.


6.2.1     Board and Staff Communications

Under no circumstances may any members of the Board or Staff (except for staff members named herein) be contacted during this RFQ process by any firm intending to submit a response to this RFQ. Failure to comply with this request may result in disqualification.


6.2.2 Timetable

The deadline for submission in response to this Request for Qualification is Monday, October 17, 2016 by 3:00 p.m.  Telephone or fax responses will not be accepted for this request.

6.2.3     Release of Information

Information submitted in response to this RFQ will not be released by the Corporation during the proposal evaluation process or prior to a contract award.

6.2.4     Proprietary Information

If a Respondent does not desire certain proprietary information in their response disclosed, the Respondent is required to identify all proprietary information in the response, which identification shall be submitted concurrently with the response.  If the Respondent fails to identify proprietary information, it agrees by submission of its response that those sections shall be deemed nonproprietary and may be made available upon public request after a contract award.


   6.2.5  	Terms of Contract 

	The contract will be offered for a term of twenty-four (24) months with an optional six (6) month to one (1) year renewal. After the first six (6) months, the contract is cancelable by either party with thirty (30) days’ written notice.

   6.2.6	Further Information
		
To obtain information about the Corporation or this RFQ, please feel free to contact Dana Jones, Vice President, Federal Program, at (601) 718-4625, dana.jones@mshc.com.

  6.2.7	Oral Presentation	

	You may be selected to give an oral presentation to the Selection Committee at a later date. Notification will be made to you after responses have been reviewed and evaluated.

6.2.8.1 The Corporation Reserves the Right to:

Request an oral interview with, and additional information from respondents prior to final selection of an inspection contractor;

6.2.8.2 	Consider information about a respondent in addition to the information submitted in the response or interview; and

6.2.8.3 	Reject any and all responses and waive any irregularities.


7              RFQ QUESTIONS FOR INSPECTION SERVICES

7.1           Organizational and Personnel Background
	
7.1.1     	Provide an overview of your company, emphasizing its qualifications and major 
   strengths and achievements that would serve the Corporation. Why do you believe you should be selected to provide inspection services for the Corporation’s HOME Program?

7.1.2 Provide the name(s), business address, and brief resume of the professionals who will be assigned to the Corporation contract.  Include their level of responsibility. 

7.1.3 Indicate your expectation for scheduling an inspection and the turn-around time for conducting the inspection and providing the results.

7.2      Experience

7.2.1 Describe your experience performing inspections specifically for federal programs.  Cite contracts and provide letters of support.  Provide a copy of your license to perform inspections in the State of Mississippi.

7.2.2 The HOME Program provides assistance to very-low and low-income families throughout the State of Mississippi, mostly rural areas.  Describe your availability to conduct inspections, specifically indicate hours and days available. 

7.2.3 Describe your required process from the call for the inspection to delivering the report to the project administrator. 

7.2.4 Provide requirements for conducting an inspection.  Indicate whether an allowable time for reasonable corrections is allowed.   

7.3	Miscellaneous Discussion Questions 

7.3.1        Identify the specific individuals who would be assigned to work with MHC and 
specify which person would be the primary contact person for MHC. Identify the nature of work that each person will perform, along with his/her related professional experience. Please furnish references with telephone numbers.

7.3.2 Identify the location of the Mississippi office from which the individuals identified in item 7.3.1 above will be operating.
  
7.3.3 Indicate the areas of the State in which you will consider conducting inspections.

7.3.4 Indicate your experience as it relates to making presentations before a group of individuals as it relates to inspection and code requirements.
  

7.4	Disclosure

Describe any litigation, arbitration, and/or other actions pending against your firm arising from its involvement in providing services to entities related to use of grant funds from the U.S. Treasury or U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Please indicate your willingness to disclose additional information or any litigation pending against your firm should the Corporation request it.

The firm selected must have no financial interest in development and implementation of MHC programs other than in his/her capacity of providing inspection services to MHC.

7.5	Affirmative Action

State that the respondent complies fully with all government regulations regarding nondiscriminatory employment practices.

8	      RFQ Review

After a meeting of the Selection Committee, scheduled after such review, certain of those that have responded may be asked to make oral presentations. If so, those respondents will be given not less than three (3) business days’ notice, along with the date, time and place for the oral presentation.


9	Selection Criteria

9.1	The Corporation will make its selection based upon its perception of the need for services, the demonstrated competence, experience, knowledge and qualifications of the respondents.  By this RFQ, however, the Corporation has not committed itself to employ a firm for any or all of the above-described matters, nor does the  suggested scope  of services or term of agreement require that a firm should be employed for any of those purposes.

9.2   	The Corporation reserves the right to make its decision after receipt of responses, and the Corporation’s decision on these matters is final.

9.3 The Corporation will evaluate only those firms meeting the qualifications. Among other things, the evaluation of statements of qualifications will be based on the following criteria:

9.3.1    The firm’s willingness to follow the Corporation guidelines in this RFQ;
 
9.3.1.1   The experience and qualifications of both the firm and its staff to be assigned to inspection     services;
 
9.3.2 The firm’s experience in conducting accurate inspections in response to this RFQ;

9.3.3 The firm’s involvement and accessibility of staff to be assigned to the transactions;
 
9.3.4 The firm’s commitment to Mississippi;

9.3.5 The firm’s answers to others questions contained in the firm’s response to this RFQ  
and; 

9.3.6 The firm’s availability or flexibility in conducting inspections in order to provide safe, decent, and affordable housing to low-income citizens of Mississippi.  



PROPOSALS RECEIVED AFTER
 Monday, October 17, 2016
At 3:00 PM
WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED

      




