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Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description): 
Purchase of five complete Labvolt 0.2 kW Electromechanical Training System – Modular Workstations with applicable modules made by Festo Didactic.
2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s), how is it unique from all other options, and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 
These units will be used for the laboratory component of the Fundamental of Energy System (ECE 3614) course that will be taught at the Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College campus.  We currently already own the same laboratory equipment for this course on the MSU Campus.  All of the software and computer equipment we have already purchased is compatible with the 0.2kW EMS.  The units are industry standard and are used for training in many countries around the world.  They are unique in their cutaway bell housing to permit visual inspection of the internal construction and observation of the machine during operation.
3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 
Festo Didactic products are sold through regional partners.  These partners are the only companies allowed to sell the products for a geographical area.  For Mississippi, the reselling partner is Industrial Training Solutions out of Ridgeland, MS.
4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
The estimated cost for each unit is $28,590.  Five units are being requested. Each unit consists of a mobile workstation, several major modules [such as Transformer, DC Machine, Induction Machine (both three-phase squirrel-cage and wound-rotor types and also a single-phase module), Synchronous Machine, Power Supply (variable AC three-phase), Electrodynamometer, Various Loads, and Data Acquisition and Control Interface], a number of secondary components [such as DC Voltmeter/Ammeter, AC Voltmeter, Ammeter, Wattmeter (single- and three-phase), Digital Tachometer] and other accessories. This set of unified modules allows to experiment many concepts pertaining to operation of various machines in an electric power system in an efficient way. 

5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:
Festo Didactic provided the information that only one selling partner was available to purchase through. Several other third-parties were contacted and none was available to provide the product in Mississippi.

Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Don Buffum, CPPO
Director of Procurement & Contracts
dbuffum@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.
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