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Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description): 
The Mississippi State Chemical Laboratory (MSCL) requests to upgrade two of its octane testing engines by converting the inputs from analog to digital as well as converting a third engine to a combination engine capable of determining both Motor Octane Number (MON) and Research Octane Number (RON). 

2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s), how is it unique from all other options, and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 
Under Mississippi law, the Petroleum Products Laboratory within the Mississippi State Chemical Laboratory is tasked with ensuring that gasoline and gasohol products sold within the State meet ASTM D4814 specifications, including octane rating.  The only approved way to definitively determine RON and MON is by using specialty engines made by Waukesha CFR (a Compass company).  The engines owned and operated by the MSCL are very old (newest engine was manufactured in 1978) and are in dire need of being upgraded.  By retrofitting two of the engines (one MON and one RON) with digital inputs, possible human error will be reduced and throughput will be increased.  Additionally, a third engine will be modified to serve as a backup engine capable of performing either RON or MON testing.  
3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 
The upgrades will be performed by Compass Instruments, which is the only manufacturer of these engines.  
4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
The total cost is estimated to be $212,720.00.  This amount is reasonable as it extends the useful life of three engines, which would cost approximately $400,000 per engine if purchased new in today’s market.   
5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:
To our knowledge, there are no other manufacturers of these engines.  

Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Don Buffum, CPPO
Director of Procurement & Contracts
dbuffum@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.
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