Statement of Qualifications (SOQ)- Ultrasound Provider

1) Mississippi State Hospital (MSH) will accept Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) until 12:00 P.M.
(Central Time), 6/21/16 for the purpose of hiring an independent contractor to perform ultrasounds
in the Radiology Department at Whitfield Medical Surgical Hospital (WMSH). Contract will be for a
period of one year. Statement of Qualifications should be contained in a sealed envelope with the
offeror’'s name and the bid file number (06.21.2016.435) on the outside of the envelope with a
separately sealed envelope containing the price proposal also with the offeror’'s name and the bid file
number (06.21.2016.435) on the outside of the envelope. The SOQ can be mailed or hand delivered
to the Purchasing/Procurement Office (bldg. 93), 3550 Hwy 468 West/PO Box 157-A, Whitfield, MS
39193. For more information, call 601.351.8496.

2) Purpose

MSH seeks to contract with an independent contractor to provide ultrasounds for patients at MSH
using the independent contractor’s ultrasound equipment. The independent contract worker will
perform services that comply with applicable regulations to include federal, state, local, and
accrediting agencies for the MSH main campus and Whitfield Medical Surgical Hospital (WMSH).

3) Background

a) MSH is a large psychiatric hospital and is the largest facility operated by the Mississippi
State Department of Mental Health. It is located about fifteen miles southeast of
Jackson, Mississippi and directly south of the Jackson International Airport on County
Road 468.

b) MSH was completed in 1935. The hospital complex was built on the cottage plan and
occupies 350 acres. It includes over 130 buildings.

c) MSH is licensed for 1329 beds. The hospital and nursing homes have an average daily
census of 726 patients.

d) All divisions of MSH and JNH are accredited by the Joint Commission.

e) The operational divisions of MSH are WMSH, JNH, child and adolescent psychiatric,
adult psychiatric, medical psychiatric, forensic services, and chemical dependency

services.
4) Definitions
a) RFQ - Request for Qualifications
b) SOQ - Statement of Qualifications
c) Respondent - An individual or company that submits or intends to submit a proposal in

response to this Statement of Qualifications



5)

b)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

d) MSH/Hospital - Mississippi State Hospital
e) JC - Joint Commission

f) Must/Mandatory/Required - A requirement that must be met in order for a proposal to
receive consideration.

g) Contract - The written agreement resulting from this Request of Qualifications/
Statement of Qualifications executed by MSH and the independent contractor.

h) Independent Contractor - An individual or company with which a written agreement is
executed.

Requirements for Independent Contractor:

provide equipment for the performance of ultrasound examinations and all necessary probes
including transvaginal probe, Note: ultrasound machines designed specifically to be portable are
not adequate for our patient population because images taken previously on portable
ultrasound machines by registered sonographers using two different respectable brands
produced images that could not be interpreted by the Radiologist, we require a full size
ultrasound machine ex: Phillips Ultrasound Affiniti 70 or equal,

provide a sonographer which shall be registered/certified to perform all ultrasounds offered and
will be subject to approval by MSH’s Radiologist(s) and Administration, Note: the WMSH
Radiologist(s) are not on site,

provide service at least one time per week as per patient needs for routine ultrasounds, vascular
ultrasounds for DVT and echocardiograms to be completed within 24hrs of order,

relay ultrasound images to radiologist through the WMSH Radiology Department’s PACs system
{currently Novarad), WMSH provides wired connection to PACs, Independent Contractor must
ensure transmission of technologist’s study is the same for technologist and Radiologist,

acquire all licenses, certification, and permits as applicable,

indemnify hospital from and against any and all liability arising from the action of Independent
Contractor and its personnel,

provide liability insurance coverage of at least $1,000,000 for the term of this contract
agreement and furnish hospital with proof of coverage,

provide workers compensation insurance, in an amount not less than the statutory minimum,
on behalf of its employees and agents as required and if required by any/all applicable laws,

not hire hospital’s current employees or employees of the previous year, and



j) provide cardiologist interpretation for echo cardiograms, shall be include in price. Preliminary
reports must be received within 36hrs and final reports must be received within 5 days.

k) ensure that the cardiologist who is interpreting the echocardiograms is credentialed by the
Hospital’s Medical staff, appointed to the Hospital’'s Medical Staff, and remains in good
standing with the Medical Staff,

I} Comply with hospital policies, plans and decisions, as well as promotes and supports high
standards of confidentiality, with no incidents or reports of non-support examples of behaviors
that demonstrate non-support include, but are not limited to the following: (a) makes
intentionally non-supportive statements about organization’s activities and/or decisions; (b)
talks in a manner that is discourteous to the public; (c) makes misleading comments or
statements; (d) refuses to assist or is uncooperative with other staff member goals, deadlines or
directives of the work unit; (e) releases agency information without authorization; and (f) does
not accept and follow instructions and does not refrain from contentious arguments and
insubordinate conduct with rating supervisors, co-workers or customers.

6) Performance Indicators will be:

a) Independent Contractor will respond within 4 hours for urgent non-emergent ultrasound
orders with a 90% compliance rate or higher

b) Independent Contractor will provide interpretation for echocardiograms within 24hrs of
procedure with a 90% compliance rate or higher

7) Evaluation of SOQ will be based on weighted scoring from the respondent’s content in section 11.

8) Performance of the services will begin approximately on August 1, 2016 and end approximately July
31, 2017.

9) Type of contract will be an Independent Contractor.

10) The deadline for submission of the SOQ will be 6/21/16

11) Content will include:

a) The name of the respondent, the location of the respondent’s principal place of
business and, if different, the place of performance of the proposed contract;

b) the age of the respondent’s business and average number of employees over previous 5
years;



d)

e)
f)

g)

h)

listing of other contracts under which services similar in scope, size, or discipline to the
required services were performed or undertaken within previous 5 years;

Registry/Certification of each sonographer (copies provided for documentation)
(Weight of Factor 20%)

Years of experience per sonographer (Weight of Factor 15%)
Experience working with behavioral/mentally ill patients (Weight of Factor 20%)
Ultrasound Probes available (Weight of Factor 5%)

Number of Registered/Certified sonographers available (Weight of Factor 15%)

13) Pricing will be through sealed proposal

a)

b)

The offer will be submitted at the same time as the statement of qualifications and will
be submitted in a separately sealed envelope. Please provide fee schedule for
ultrasounds offered and include price for interpretation for echocardiogram: (Weight
of Factor 25%)

The original copy of the price proposal shall be signed and submitted in a sealed
envelope or package to the Purchasing/Procurement Office (bldg. 93), 3550 Hwy 468
West, Whitfield, MS 39193 no later than 6/21/16 at 3 p.m. Timely submission of the
price proposal is the responsibility of the respondent. Price proposal received after the
specified time shall be rejected and returned to the respondent unopened. The
envelope or package shall be marked with the price proposal. Each page of the price
proposal and all attachments shall be identified with the name of the respondent.

14) Price Proposal Withdrawal

a)

If the price proposal is substantially lower than those of other respondents, a mistake
may have been made. A respondent may withdraw his/her proposal from consideration
if certain conditions are met:

1) The proposal is submitted in good faith.

2) The price proposal is substantially lower than those of other respondents
because of a mistake.

3) The mistake is a clerical error, not an error of judgment.

4) Objective evidence drawn from original work papers, documents, and other
materials used in the preparation of the proposal demonstrates clearly that the



b)

f)

mistake was an unintentional error in arithmetic or an unintentional omission of
a quantity of labor or material.

To withdraw a proposal that includes a clerical error after the opening, the respondent
must give notice in writing to MSH of claim of right to withdraw a proposal. Within two
(2) business days after the opening, the respondent requesting withdrawal must provide
to MSH all original work papers, documents, and other materials used in the

preparation of the proposal.

A respondent may also withdraw a proposal, prior to the time set for the opening of
proposal, by simply making a request in writing to MSH. No explanation is required.

A respondent may also withdraw a proposal if MSH fails to award or issue a notice of
intent to award the proposal within two (2) working days after the date fixed for the
opening of the price proposal.

No respondent who is permitted to withdraw a proposal shall, for compensation, supply
any material or labor to or perform any subcontract or other work for the person to
whom the contract is awarded, or otherwise benefit from the contract.

No partial withdrawals of a proposal are permitted after the time and date set for the
SOQ opening; only complete withdrawals are permitted.

15) Proposal Certification

The respondent agrees that submission of a signed proposal is certification that the
respondent will accept an award made to it as a result of the submission.

16) Proposal Investigations

17) Debarment

Before submitting a proposal, each respondent shall make all investigations and
examinations necessary to ascertain all conditions and requirements affecting the full
performance of the contract and to verify any representations made by the MSH upon
which the proposal will rely. if the respondent receives an award as a result of its
proposal submission, failure to have made such investigations and examinations will in
no way relieve the respondent from its obligation to comply in every detail with all
provisions and requirements of the contract documents, nor will a plea of ignorance of
such conditions and requirements be accepted as a basis for any claim whatsoever for
additional compensation.

By submitting a proposal, the respondent certifies that it is not currently debarred from
submitting proposals/bids for contracts issued by any political subdivision or agency of



18) Exceptions

Mississippi, and that it is not an agent of a person or entity that is currently debarred
from submitting proposals/bids for contract issued by any political subdivision or agency
of Mississippi.

Respondents taking exception to any part or section of the solicitation shall indicate
such exceptions on the proposal. Failure to indicate any exception will be interpreted as
the respondents intent to comply fully with the requirements as written. Conditional or
qualified proposals/bids, unless specifically allowed, shall be subject to rejection in
whole or in part.

19) Expenses Incurred in Preparing Proposal

MSH accepts no responsibility for any expense incurred by the respondent in the
preparation and presentation of a proposal/bid. Such expenses shall be borne
exclusively by the respondent.

20) Late Submissions

a) A proposal received at the place designated in the solicitation for receipt of proposal after
the exact time specified for receipt will not be considered unless it is the only proposal
received, or it is received before award is made and was sent by registered or certified mail
not later than the fifth calendar day before the date specified for receipt of the RFQ. It must
be determined by MSH that the late receipt was due solely to mishandling by MSH after
receipt at the specified address.

b)

The only acceptable evidence to establish the date of mailing of a late proposal is the
U.S. Postal Service postmark on the wrapper or on the original receipt from the U.S.
Postal Service. If the postmark does not show a legible date, the contents of the
envelope or package shall be processed as if mailed late. “Postmark” means a printed,
stamped, or otherwise placed impression, exclusive of a postage meter impression, that
is readily identifiable without further action as having been supplied and affixed by the
U.S. Postal Service on the date of mailing. Respondents should request postal clerks to
place a hand cancellation postmark (often called a bull’s eye) on both the receipt and
the envelope or wrapper.

The only acceptable evidence to establish the time of receipt at the office identified for

proposal opening is the time and date stamp of that office on the proposal wrapper or
other documentary evidence of receipt used by that office.

21) Nonconforming Terms and Conditions

A proposal response that includes terms and conditions that do not conform to the
terms and conditions in the SOQ document is subject to rejection as non-responsive.
MSH reserves the right to permit the Responded to withdraw nonconforming terms



and conditions from its proposal response prior to a determination by MSH of non-
responsiveness based on the submission of nonconforming terms and conditions.

22) Reservation of Right

Any and all forms, reports, designs, and other materials prepared by Respondents for
the Hospital shall be used by Hospital and Mississippi Department of Mental Health only
for its own internal operations. Hospital retains all rights and interest in said reports.

23) Applicable Law

The contract shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the
State of Mississippi, excluding its conflicts of law’s provisions, and any litigation with
respect hereto shall be brought in the courts of the State. The respondent shall comply
with applicable federal, state, local laws and regulations.

24) Availability of Funds

It is expressly understood and agreed that the obligation of the Hospital to proceed
under this agreement is conditioned upon the appropriation of funds by the Mississippi
State Legislature and the receipt of state and/or federal funds. If the funds anticipated
for the continuing fulfillment of the agreement are at, any time, not forthcoming or
insufficient, either through the failure of the federal government to provide funds or of
the State of Mississippi to appropriate funds or the discontinuance or material
altercation of the program under which funds were provided or if funds are not
otherwise available to the Hospital, the Hospital shall have the right upon ten (10)
working days written notice to Contract Worker, to terminate this agreement without
damage, penalty, cost or expenses to the State of any kind whatsoever. The effective
date of termination shall be as specified in the notice of termination.

25) Representation Regarding Contingent Fees

The respondent represents that it has not retained a person to solicit or secure a
Hospital contract upon an agreement or understanding for a commission, percentage,
brokerage, or contingent fee, except as disclosed in the consultant’s bid or proposal.

26) Representation Regarding Gratuities

The bidder, offeror, or respondent represents that it has not violated, is not violating,
and promises that it will not violate the prohibition against gratuities set forth in Section
6-204 (Gratuities) of the Mississippi Personal Service Contract Procurement Regulations.

27) Acknowledgment of Amendments

Bidders shall acknowledge receipt of any amendment to the solicitation by signing and
returning the amendment with the bid, by identifying the amendment number and date



in the space provided for this purpose on the bid form, or by letter. The
acknowledgment must be received by the Mississippi State Hospital by the time and at
the place specified for receipt of bids.

28) Certification of Independent Price Determination

The bidder certifies that the prices submitted in response to the solicitation have been
arrived at independently and without, for the purpose of restricting competition, any
consultation, communication, or agreement with any other bidder or competitor

relating to those prices, the intention to submit a bid, or the methods or factors used to
calculate the prices bid.

29) Procurement Regulations

The contract shall be governed by the applicable provisions of the Mississippi Personal
Services Contract Review Board Regulations, copy of which is available at 210 East
Capitol, Suite 800, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 for inspection, or downloadable at
http://www.mspb.ms.gov.

30) Trade Secrets, Commercial and Financial Information

It is expressly understood that Mississippi law requires that the provisions of this
contract which contain the commodities purchased or the personal or professional
services provided, the price to be paid, and the term of the contract shall not be
deemed to be a trade secret or confidential commercial or financial information and
shall be available for examination, copying, or reproduction.

31) Transparency

This contract, including any accompanying exhibits, attachments, and appendices, is
subject to the “Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983,” and its exceptions. See
Mississippi Code Annotated §§ 25-61-1 et seq. and Mississippi Code Annotated § 79-23-
1. In addition, this contract is subject to the provisions of the Mississippi Accountability
and Transparency Act of 2008. Mississippi Code Annotated §§ 27-104-151 et seq. Unless
exempted from disclosure due to a court-issued protective order, a copy of this
executed contract is required to be posted to the Department of Finance and
Administration’s independent agency contract website for public access at
http://www.transparency.mississippi.gov. Information identified by respondent as trade
secrets, or other proprietary information, including confidential vendor information or
any other information which is required confidential by state or federal law or outside
the applicable freedom of information statutes, will be redacted.

32) Compliance with Laws



33) HIPAA

34) E-Payment

The respondent understands that the Hospital is an equal opportunity employer and
therefore maintains a policy which prohibits unlawful discrimination based on race,
color, creed, sex, age, national origin, physical handicap, disability, genetic information,
or any other consideration made unlawful and the respondent agrees during the term of
the agreement that the respondent will strictly adhere to this policy in its employment
practices and provisions of services. The respondent shall comply with, and all activities
under this agreement shall be subject to, all applicable federal, State of Mississippi, and
local laws and regulations, as now existing and as may be amended or modified, as well
as in accordance with the standards of the Joint Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO).

Respondent agrees to comply with the Final Omnibus Rule of the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 and any amendments there too, including
electronic data interchange, code sets, identifiers, security, and privacy provisions, as
may be applicable to the service under this contract.”

Respondent agrees to accept all payments in United States currency via the State of
Mississippi’s electronic payment and remittance vehicle. The agency agrees to make
payment in accordance with Mississippi law on “Timely Payments for Purchases by
Public Bodies,” which generally provides for payment of undisputed amounts by the
agency within forty-five (45) days of receipt of invoice. Mississippi Code Annotated § 31-
7-305.

35) E-Verification

Respondent represents and warrants that it will ensure its compliance with the
Mississippi Employment Protection Act 2008 and will register and participate in the
status verification system for all newly hired employees. Mississippi Code Annotated §§
71-11-1 et seq. The term “employee” as used herein means any person that is hired to
perform work within the State of Mississippi. As used herein, “status verification
system” means the lllegal Immigration Reform and Immigration Responsibility Act of
1996 that is operated by the United States Department of Homeland Security, also
known as the E-Verify Program, or any other successor electronic verification system
replacing the E-Verify Program. Respondent agrees to maintain records of such
compliance and, upon request of the State, to provide a copy of each such verification
to the State. Respondent further represents and warrants that any person assigned to
perform services hereunder meets the employment eligibility requirements of all
immigration laws of the State of Mississippi. Respondent understands and agrees that
any breach of these warranties may subject Contract Worker to the following: (a)
termination of this Agreement and ineligibility for any state or public contract in



Mississippi for up to three (3) years with notice of such cancellation/termination being
made public, or (b) the loss of any license, permit, certification or other document
granted to Contract Worker by an agency, department or governmental entity for the
right to do business in Mississippi for up to one (1) year, or(c) (c) both. In the event of
such termination/cancellation, Contract Worker would also be liable for any additional
costs incurred by the State due to contract cancellation or loss of license or permit to do
business in the State.

36) Stop Work Order

a)

b)

c)

Order to Stop Work: The Procurement Officer, may, by written order to Contract
Worker at any time, and without notice to any surety, require Contract Worker to stop
all or any part of the work called for by this contract. This order shall be for a specified
period not exceeding 90 days after the order is delivered to Contract Worker, unless the
parties agree to any further period. Any such order shall be identified specifically as a
stop work order issued pursuant to this clause. Upon receipt of such an order, Contract
Worker shall forthwith comply with its terms and take all reasonable steps to minimize
the occurrence of costs allocable to the work covered by the order during the period of
work stoppage. Before the stop work order expires, or within any further period to
which the parties shall have agreed, the Procurement Officer shall either:

1) cancel the stop work order; or,

2) terminate the work covered by such order as provided in the Termination for
Default clause or the Termination for Convenience clause of this contract.

Cancellation or Expiration of the Order: If a stop work order issued under this clause is
canceled at any time during the period specified in the order, or if the period of the
order or any extension thereof expires, Contract Worker shall have the right to resume
work. An appropriate adjustment shall be made in the delivery schedule or Contract
Worker price, or both, and the contract shall be modified in writing accordingly, if:

1) the stop work order results in an increase in the time required for, or in
Contract Worker’'s properly allocable to, the performance of any part of this
contract; and,

2) Contract Worker asserts a claim for such an adjustment within 30 days after the
end of the period of work stoppage; provided that, if the Procurement Officer
decides that the facts justify such action, any such claim asserted may be
received and acted upon at any time prior to final payment under this contract.

Termination of Stopped Work: If a stop work order is not canceled and the work
covered by such order is terminated for default or convenience, the reasonable costs
resulting from the stop work order shall be allowed by adjustment or otherwise.



d) Adjustments of Price: Any adjustment in contract price made pursuant to this clause
shall be determined in accordance with the Price Adjustment clause of this contract.

37) Approval

It is understood that this contract requires approval by the Personal Service Contract

Review Board. If this contract is not approved, it is void and no payment shall be made
hereunder.

38) Contract Worker Agreement

Respondent must agree to the Independent Contractor agreement (Independent
Contractor March 2016 Revision) and (Attachment A)

39) The deadline for submission of questions will be 6/14/16.






