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STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
Parents are their child’s first teachers in life and know their child better than anyone else. Parents have valuable insights into their child’s needs, strengths, abilities, and interests. The collaboration of parents and educators is vital in guiding each child toward success. The Mississippi Expectations booklets outline what your child should learn at each grade level from kindergarten through eighth grade. You can encourage your child’s academic growth by reinforcing classroom activities at home. The Mississippi Expectations booklets represent what all students should know and be able to do at the end of each grade level. The achievement of the expectations will help your child meet the assessment standards established by our state. It is only through your support and active participation in your child’s education that we form a partnership for success for all the children in Mississippi.
If you have special questions regarding curriculum or school programs, please call your child’s school. A parent resource guide, Schools and Parents Partnering for Student Success, is available to help parents understand the Mississippi Language Arts and Mathematics Curriculum Frameworks for students in kindergarten through eighth grade. The publication may be obtained through your child’s school or on the Internet at www.mdek12.org.
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	Your student can ask and answer who, what, where, when, why, and how questions to demonstrate understanding of key details in text.

	· Ask questions to clarify meaning
· Visualize key elements within the text
· Ask and answer questions before, during, and after reading
· Take notes based on reading with a questions in mind

	HELP AT HOME
· Play Question Toss-ask a question then toss a ball to your child. They answer the question then ask a related follow-up question and toss the ball back to your child, continue.
· Encourage your child to ask questions.

	Your student recounts stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.

	· Identify the major character, setting, problem and solution in retelling a story.
· Make connections based on prior knowledge 
· Identify the main topic of multiparagraphed text
· Demonstrate the ability to understand the main topic one paragraph at a time
	HELP AT HOME
· Use a story map to identify character, setting, problem and solution.
· Show a picture to your child and ask them to tell you everything they can about the picture.

	Your student describes how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.

	· Orally describe a character
· Use prior knowledge to predict what is coming next in the text
· Identify basic story elements as well as major events or challenges within a story
· Monitor thinking so that they understand when meaning is lost
· Identify the characters in a story
· Establish a connection that relates to the main topic
· Identify the cause and effect or the problem and solution of the actions, events, or steps and how it relates to the topic
	HELP AT HOME
· Choose a character from a favorite book or movie and have your child describe their hair color, eye color, face shape, body shape, etc.



	Your student distinguishes long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one syllable words.

	· Understand vowels make special sounds
· Understand that words are made of syllables
· Understand that there are different syllable paterns
· Understand that some letter combinations result in one sound
	HELP AT HOME
· Provide visual cues for your child with each vowel sound; igloo, octopus, elephant, umbrella, apple
· Draw two or three horizontally connected boxes on a sheet of paper. Your child will place a token in each box from left to right as they hear each syllable in a word.

	




Your students knows spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams.

	· Recognize certain vowel combinations allow for a short or long vowel sound
· Understand each sound in a given word also represents a letter or a group of letters
· Write the spelling represtantions for vowel sounds
	HELP AT HOME
· Provide a vowel combination chart. This will provide them with a visual cue and they can practice how to spell the different vowel sounds (oe, oa, ai, er, oo) 

	[image: ][image: ]Your student decodes regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels.

	· Understand every syllable must have a vowel
· Use strategies to determine the syllables in a word with a long vowel sound
· State the syllables and blend the syllables together to form the word

	HELP AT HOME
· Make a word list and have your child draw a lne to separate the syllables. 
· Have them circle the vowels in each syllable. This will also help with their understanding of spelling.

	







Your student decodes words with common prefixes and suffixes.

	· Understand affixes are added to help add to a word’s meaning
· Identify a base word and then use the affix to help determine the meaning of the word
	HELP AT HOME
· Provide your child with a magazine and have them look for and highlight words with prefixes and suffixes. They can read the words to you and check for meaning of the words.

	Your student identifies words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences.

	· Understand that letter sound correspondence can help determine the spelling of words
· Know grade level high frequency words
· Apply spelling sound rules to determine an unknown word
	HELP AT HOME
· Print the high frequency word list for your child’s grade level and write them on index cards. You can play games with these words until your child has memorized them, taking just five words at a time.

	Your student recognizes and reads grade appropriate irregularly spelled words.

	· Identify irregularly spelled words
	HELP AT HOME
· Have your child practice writing and reading the newly taught words.

	Your student describes how word and phrases (e.g., regular beats, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.

	· Use strategies to determine unknown words
· Determine unknown words based on eight context clues (defintion, restatement or synonym, contrast or antonym, comparison, list or series, cause and effect, example, inference).
	HELP AT HOME
· If you know that the text your child is reading is going to have unfamiliar words write them down on a piece of paper and decode them together before they read the text.
· Read a book to your child with rhyming words all the way through one time. Go back and read it again and this time leave out the second rhyming word of the word pair and have your child fill in the correct missing word.
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	Your student determines the meaning of words and phrases in a text.

	· Use dictionairies and glossaries to determine or clarify meaning of words and pharses.
· Recognize words have literal and non-literal meanings
· Identify simple figuarive language
	HELP AT HOME
· Give your child an example of a simile, personification, metaphor, idiom or alliteration and then have your child give you an example.




	Your student reads with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression.

	· Determine how to read grade level words accurately and repeatedly
· Read text with fluency and expression.
	HELP AT HOME
· Have your child read a familiar text to you. Encourage them to read it fluently and with expression. You can model fluency and good expression for your child.



	Your student reads on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

	· Understand grade-level vocabulary
· Predict what a text may be about before reading
· Check the predictions of text during reading
· Check for understanding of comprehension before, during, and after reading

	HELP AT HOME
· Make a bubble map for your child to write their vocabulary word, synonyms, antonyms, and they can draw a picture.



	Your student knows and uses various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, icons) to locate key facts.

	· Recognize that text features assist readers in locating information quickly
· Identify different types of text features within a text
· Use text features to answer questions about the main topic
	HELP AT HOME
· Using your child’s science or social studies textbook locate the different text features and discuss the information that is found in them.



	Your student acknowledges differences in the points of view and characters, including speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud.

	· Identify who is telling a story at various points within the text
· Identify characters feelings and emotions in the story
· Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe 
	HELP AT HOME
· Read a familiar text and you and your child play different parts of the book, using different voices and emotions.



	Your student uses information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.

	· Describe the individual story elements (e.g., character, setting, events, problem, solution)
· Describe illustrations, photographs, and short video clips.
· Use illustrations to make predictions before and during reading
· Use caption to gain understanding when reading
· Explain how specific images contribue to a text
	HELP AT HOME
· Have your child predict what the story will be about by describing the pictures in an unfamiliar text then go back and read the story to see if the predictions were right.



	


Your student describes how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.

	· Identify key details in a text
· Determine relevant details an author uses to support their point
	HELP AT HOME
· Choose a familiar book and reread it with your child. Discuss why the author wrote the story and what details they used to support their main idea.



	Your student compares and contrasts two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures.

	· Identify and describe character traits in multiple texts
· Read two or more versions of the same story
· Discuss objects that are similar or different
· Explain how the two texts on the same topic are alike and different
	HELP AT HOME
· Choose two different versions of the same story and compare how they are alike and different.



	Your student reads and comprehends literature and informational texts, including stories, poetry, history, and science.

	· Read text from a  variety of genres.
· Utilize comprehension strategies to gain deeper understanding in small group, whole group, and indepentent readings
	HELP AT HOME
· It is important to read from different genres to your children. Choose from a variety of books when you are looking for read-a-louds. (historical fiction, mystery, fantasy, folkstale, poetry, non-fiction, autobiography, biography, realistic fiction, and science fiction)
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	Your student writes opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section.

	· understand the concept of fact and opinion
· Form an opinion about a topic or text and provide reasons to support an opinion using evidence (e.g., facts, reasons, examples)
· Include a beginning, middle and an end when sharing their opinion when writing
· State an author’s opinion about a topic based on evidence from the text
	HELP AT HOME
· Pick a topic where your child has a strong opinion.
· Work with your child to compose a piece of writing where you name the topic, state an opinion, provide support for your opinion, and a strong concluding statement.


	Your students writes informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic; use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

	· Identify a topic and provide relevant information (e.g., facts, examples, definitions) that relates to the topic
· Understand the concept of beginning a new paragraph
· Use facts, definitions, and examples personal experiences in the writing that elaborates and clarifies the subject

	HELP AT HOME
· Pick a topic with your child where they can inform or describe an event. 
· Work with your child to compose a piece of writing that explains, informs, or describes.  They can introduce a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide a concluding statement.

	Your student writes narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.

	· generate a narrative text recounting a personal experience sequencing the events that occurred
· Provide specific details that explain and describe the actions that occurred
· Recount a short sequence of events utilizing temporal words that signal the message of time

	HELP AT HOME
· Pick a topic with your child to help them create a fictional story.
· Work with your child to create a fictional story with a detailed sequence of events that includes character, setting, plot, problem, and solution.

	Your student with guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as a needed by revising and editing.

	· utilize the steps of a writing process to plan, draft, revise, edit prior to publishing to improve flow, description, and check for mechanical errors
· Analyze suggestions provided by peers and adults to make decisions on what elements to revise to make the writing clear, informative, descriptive, or convincing.
· Analyze conventions and grammar to edit may be based on suggestions provided by peers and adults.
	HELP AT HOME
· When your child brings home a writing piece work with them to revise and edit that piece.
· Provide additional information in the piece.
· Correct grammar in the piece.

	
	HELP AT HOME
· 

	Your student with guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.

	· Compose and publish a writing product. Use a variety of digital tools (e.g., story-telling software, drawing software, voice recording software) to produce share, and publish writing
· Collaborates with peers to produce and publish writing, using a variety of digital tools.
	HELP AT HOME
· Work with your child using multi-media to create a writing piece.
· They can record their story and share with friends and family.

	Your student participates in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).

	· determine which resources might provide information about a specific topic (e.g., books, photos, video clips, websites, personal experiences, interviews)
· Record new information through note taking methods
· Determine if information is relevant to research topic
	HELP AT HOME
· Talk a walk with your child and observe different birds, leaves, or trees you see.
· Create a writing project that demonstrates what you saw on your walk.

	Your student recalls information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

	· writes in response to a prompt or question
· Recalls information from personal experiences to answer a questions in writing
· Gather accurate information from provided print and digital sources to answer a question

	HELP AT HOME
· Provide your child with a familiar book to reread.  Ask them a questions about the book and have them write their response, using the information provided in the book.
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	Your student uses addition and subtraction within 100 to solve one-and-two step word problems involving situations of adding to, taking from, putting together, taking apart, and comparing , with unknowns in all positions, e.g., by using drawings and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem.

	· Understand what these symbols mean; <, >, =, +, -.
· Add and subtract
· Compare numbers
· Make numbers equal
· Model equations with drawing
· Solve one-step word problems
	HELP AT HOME
· Have your child help your child solve everyday problems involving addition and subtraction.

	Your student will fluently add and subtract within 20 using mental strategies. By the end of Grade 2 know from memory all sums of two one-digit numbers. 

	· Use mental strategies for adding and subtracting
· Understand part-whole relationships

	HELP AT HOME
· Work with your child to help them memorize their addition and subtraction facts to twenty.

	Your students determines whether a group of objects (up to 20) has an odd or even number of members, e.g., by pairing objects or counting them by 2’s; write an equation to express and even numbers a sum of two equal addends.

	· Understand skip counting by 2’s
· Understand that an equation is a number sentence
· Add numbers to 20
· Determine if a group of objects is even or odd
· Create an equation that shows an even number as a sum of doubles.
	HELP AT HOME
· Have your child pair their socks together and count them by 2’s.
· If there is an extra sock determine of you have an even or odd number of socks.

	Your student uses addition to find the total number of objects arranged in rectangular arrays with up to 5 rows and up to 5 columns; write an equation to express the total as a sum of equal addends.

	· Understand that one way to think about repeated addition is an array
· Using repeated addition to count groups; skip counting will be used to verify the value of the total group
· Using a model can be used to represent addition of whole numbers
· Model addition to write number sentences
· Build arrays to model repeated addition
	HELP AT HOME
· Build an array using pennies.  You can use a grid and have 3 pennies going across and 4 pennies going down.
· You can use different materials to build your arrays to demonstrate that you can use repeated addition to count groups.

	Your student understands that the three digits of a three-digit number represents amounts of hundreds, tens, and ones; e.g., 706 equals 7 hundreds, 0 tens, and 6 ones. 

	· Understand the place value of ones, tens, and hundreds
· Understand two-digit numbers tens and ones
· Understand ten is a bundle of ten ones
· Read a three-digit number
	HELP AT HOME
· Provide your child with a place value chart and give them different three-digit numbers.
· Your child can put the different digits on the place value chart. 

	Your student counts within 1000; skip-count by 5’s, 10’s, and 100’s.

	· Find numbers that are a given number more than or less than a number help to understand the size and order of numbers
· Understand that number lines can help with skip counting
· When counting by a number you don’t say the numbers in between.
· Counting and place-value patterns can be seen on a hundreds chart
· Use a hundreds chart to help describe the position of a number in relation to another number
	HELP AT HOME
· Provide your child with a random number anywhere from 0-1000. They will skip count by 5’s, 10’s or 100’s. 
· Change the number and keep going.

	Your student reads and writes numbers to 1000 using base-ten numerals, number names, and expanded form.

	· Understand numbers greater than 20 uses a hyphen when written out in word form (e.g. twenty-one)
· Read and write number words for numbers 0-1000
· Identify and record three-digit numbers in expanded form, standard form, and number word form
· Model three-digit numbers using base-ten
	HELP AT HOME
· Give your child a number and ask them to write it number form, using number names, and expanded form.
· Change the number and try it again.

	Your student compares two three-digit numbers based on meanings of the hundreds, tens, and ones digits, using >, =, < symbols to record the results of comparisons.

	· Compare numbers with the symbols <, >, or =.
· Order numbers from least to greatest and greatest to least
· Use place value to compare numbers
	HELP AT HOME
· Give your child a series of numbers and have them put them in order from least to greatest and then from greatest to least.

	Your student fluently adds and subtracts within 100 using strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction.

	· Using a hundreds chart when you add a ten you move down a column, and when they add ones they move across the row
· Identify and write numbers that are 10 more and 10 less than given numbers
· Mentally add a one-digit number to a two-digit number
	HELP AT HOME
· Provide your child with a hundreds chart and demonstrate how they can move up and down the column when you are adding and subtracting ten.

	Your student adds up to four two-digit numbers using strategies based on place value and properties of operations.

	· Use the commutative (order) and associative (grouped) properties
· Have a knowledge of place-value concepts
· Understand that three and four two-digit numbers can be grouped and added in any order
	HELP AT HOME
· Show your child examples of commutative property and then they can create their own examples to show you.

	Your student adds and subtracts within 1000, using concrete models or drawings and strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction; relate the strategy to a written method.

	· Use basic facts and place value to identify patterns in sums
· Understand the connections between addition and subtraction to help master subtraction facts and develop mental math strategies
· Use a strategy to add three digit numbers; model, algorithm, or mentally
· Find the missing part of a given quantity and one of its parts by “counting on” or “counting back”
	HELP AT HOME
· Have your child write a math problem using models.
· The models can be pictures of dogs, cats, or houses.

	Your student mentally adds 10 or 100 to a given number 100-900, and mentally subtract 10 or 100 from a given number 100-900.

	· Add and subtract 10 and 100 to and from two-digit numbers using mental math
· Add and subtract 10 or 100 to and from a three-digit numbers using mental math
	HELP AT HOME
· Provide your child with a number and have them add 10 to it.
· Provide them with a different number and have them subtract 100 from it.

	Your student explains why addition and subtraction strategies work, using place value and the properties of operations.

	· Use models to add and subtract using place-value and explain the process of composing and decomposing numbers with and without regrouping
· Use pictures to add and subtract using place-value and explain the process of composing and decomposing numbers with and without regrouping
	HELP AT HOME
· Have your child demonstrate how an addition problem works by having them put the digits in their correct place value.

	Your student measures the length of an object by selecting and using appropriate tools such as rulers, yardsticks, meter sticks, and measuring tapes.

	· Identify an attribute, such as length or weight, of the object being measured.
· Choose an appropriate unit for measurement
· Line up the item to be measured with a ruler on the zero
· Measure different lengths
	HELP AT HOME
· Provide your child with a ruler or a measuring tape and have them measure different items around your house.
· Shoes, tables, and chairs are good examples. 



	Your student measures the length of an object twice, using length units of different lengths for the two measurements; describe how the two measurements relate to the size of the unit chosen.

	· Measure the same object with different units
· Discuss the similarities and differences in the measurements
· Discuss how the different lengths of objects compare to the different units of measure
	HELP AT HOME
· Provide your child with a piece of yarn and a straw and have them measure a piece of paper. 
· See if the measurements are the same or different.

	Your student estimates lengths using units of inches, feet, centimeters, and meters.

	· Estimate and measure lengths using units of inches or feet, centimeters, and meters
· Estimate using objects similar to units for measurement
· Measure using appropriate tools after they estimate and compare

	HELP AT HOME
· Have your child look at a table and estimate how long it is in inches, feet, and centimeters.
· Then have them measure the table and compare their answers to their estimates to see if they were close.

	Your student measures to determine how much longer one object is than another, expressing the length difference in terms of a standard length unit.

	· Determine which length is longer
· Determine which length is shorter
· Measure to compare length and express the length difference in a standard length unit
	HELP AT HOME
· Have your child measure the length of your shoe to the length of their shoe to determine which one is longer and which one is shorter.

	Your student uses addition and subtraction within 100 to solve word problems involving lengths that are given in the same units, e.g., by using drawings (such as drawing of rulers) and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem.

	· Use regrouping
· Add and subtract one and two digit numbers
· Compare numbers based on the number of tens and ones
· Use addition and subtraction to solve measurement word problems
· Use drawings to model word problems
	HELP AT HOME
· Give your child a word problem to solve by drawing pictures to determine the answer.

	Your student represents whole numbers as lengths from 0 on a number line diagram with equally space points corresponding to the number 0, 1, 2, … and represent whole-numbers sums and differences within 100 on a number line diagram.

	· Use a number line to model one and two-digit addition
· Use a number line to model one and two-digit subtraction
	HELP AT HOME
· Provide your child with a number line and have them locate different numbers to 100.

	Your student tells and writes time from analog and digital clocks to the nearest five minutes, using a.m. and p.m. 

	· Tell and write time from a digital and/or analog clock
· Read and express time in terms of “quarter” and “half past” an hour and before an hour
· Write the time to the nearest five minutes and use a.m. or p.m.
	HELP AT HOME
· Ask your child to tell you what time it is by using digital and analog clocks at different times throughout the day.



	Your student solves word problems involving dollar bills, quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies, using symbols appropriately.

	· Identify the value of dollar bills and coins
· Add coins and bills to find the total value
· Add different values of coins together
· Solve word problems using money
	HELP AT HOME
· Give your child different coins and ask them the total.
· Provide them with a word problem and have them use their coins to calculate the answer.

	Your student generates measurement data by measuring lengths of several objects to the nearest whole unit, or by making repeated measurements of the same object. Show the measurements by making a line plot, where the horizontal scale is marked off in whole-number units.

	· Understand a table is one way to organize data, 
· A line plot is another way to organize data.
· Make a line plot
· Graph on a line plot
	HELP AT HOME
· Have your child measure different objects around the house.
· Then have them plot the lengths on a line plot.

	Your student draws a picture graph and a bar graph (with single-unit scale) to represent a data set with up to four categories. Solve simple put-together, take-apart, and compare problems using information presented in a bar graph.

	· Understand making graphs provides an opportunity to count, compare, add, subtract, sequence, and classify data
· Represent a set of data in a tally chart and in a bar graph
· Draw and use pictographs to solve problems 
	HELP AT HOME
· Have your child take a survey of different family members. They can ask what their favorite type of cookie is and they can plot that on a bar graph or draw pictures on a pictograph.

	Your student recognizes and draws shapes having specified attributes, such as a given number of angles or given number of equal faces. Identify triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons, hexagons, and cubes.

	· Recognize and draw shapes based on specific attributes
· Recognize and draw cubes based on specific attributes
· Describe the attributes of a cube
	HELP AT HOME
· Have your child recognize different shapes and have them draw them.

	Your student partitions a rectangle into rows and columns of same-size squares and count to find the total number of them.

	· Divide a rectangle into equal squares and count the total number of squares
	HELP AT HOME
· Ask your child to draw a rectangle and divide it into squares.
· Provide your child with a piece of paper and have them fold it equally over and over.  When they open it they will see the different, equal squares within the rectangle.

	Your student partitions circles and rectangles into two, three, or four equal shares, describe the shares using the words, halves, thirds, half of, a third of, etc., and describe the whole as two halves, three thirds, four fourths. Recognize that equal shares of identical wholes need not have the same shape.

	· Describe the words: halves, thirds, half of, a third of, fourths, etc.
· Identify “equal shares”
· Divide circles and rectangles into two, three, or four equal shares
· Demonstrate that equal shares of identical wholes do not need to have the same shape.
· Partition shapes in equal shares that do and do not have the same shape
	HELP AT HOME
· Have your child divide a circle into four pieces. Have them color in some of the parts. This will demonstrate that one fourth, two fourths, or three fourths have been colored.
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