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Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description): 
The purchase is for upgrade package to a General Electric Healthcare Systems 3.0T Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) system. Upgrade package: 3.0T HD to HD23. 
2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s) and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 
This system, purchased in 2005, has never been upgraded and is approaching a point where its performance is not clinically acceptable. The upgrade package will improve the performance for at least 8-10 years. This MRI system is manufactured by General Electric (GE) and the architecture is proprietary to GE and there are no other vendors that manufacture components or software compatible with this MRI system. GE deals directly with the owners of the equipment and does not make materials/software available to third parties.
3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 

GE Healthcare, Dan Germanotta, Healthcare Services Account Manager. GE deals directly with the owners of the equipment and does not make materials/software available to third parties.

4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
The quoted cost for upgrade is $440,646.40. This MRI system was purchased in 2005 to conduct research and provide for healthcare services. This MRI system has not been upgraded from it original configuration. Technological advances have risen the bar for clinical analysis and the current state of the hardware/software fall short in meeting these standards. We currently have the opportunity to make this system viable for future research and clinical services. 
5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:
We have explored other options for a comparable upgrade and have not found any third party that can provide any upgrade other than this vendor.




Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Don Buffum, CPPO
Director of Procurement & Contracts
dbuffum@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.
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