Mississippi State University
Notice of Proposed Sole Source Purchase 
167-01
Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description): 
[bookmark: _GoBack]2 - M3 Wireless Tank Level Sensor Developers Kit 
25 - M3/150 MASSA Wireless Short Range Ultrasonic Level Sensor

2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s), how is it unique from all other options, and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 
This product will be used to monitor the water level in rice paddies currently being used for rice irrigation research projects. It is unique in that the water level of individual paddies can be monitored remotely and instantaneously. Furthermore, this product can collect water level data that will be used for analysis and recommendation of rice irrigation practices. Due to the infancy of this technology (remote water level monitoring in agricultural fields), this type of product is not commonly produced. It is only available from MASSA Products Corporation.  

3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 
MASSA Products Corporation is the sole manufacturer and distributor for this product. Due to the infancy of this technology (remote water level monitoring in agricultural fields), this type of product is not commonly produced. The M3 family or sensors is unique in function, packaging and telemetry. There is no known equivalent device available. Details are in the attached email correspondence with Al de Chiara, the sales manager of industrial products for Massa Products Corporation.

4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
Total Estimated Cost - $15,840
Prior to recommendation of sensor technology to Extension Agents and growers, the technology must first be evaluated to determine its viability in the field. The M3 Sensor is an excellent tool that will be used to monitor and collect data, and allow for research/extension personnel to extend best management practices to the industry.


5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:
An expansive search was conducted. No other sources for this product were identified. 
Details concerning the price are in the sole source letter included in the attached email correspondence with MASSA. The price is discounted based on quantity purchased. There is no special discount available for universities.

	

Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Don Buffum, CPPO
Director of Procurement & Contracts
dbuffum@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.

.

