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[bookmark: _Toc449539205][bookmark: _Toc465782810]SECTION 1. INTRODUCTION 

The Board of Trustees (Board) for the Mississippi State Agencies Self-Insured Workers’ Compensation Trust (Trust) is seeking bids for excess workers’ compensation insurance brokerage services for its self-insured workers’ compensation program.  The Department of Finance and Administration, Office of Insurance (DFA) provides administrative support to the Board and is coordinating this Invitation for Bids (IFB).  The Board, through DFA, desires to enter into a contract with a broker (Broker) with demonstrated expertise, market relationships, and directly related prior experience in providing excess workers’ compensation insurance services to public entities and large self-insured plans similar to the Trust.  Due to the natural expiration of the current broker contract, the Board is seeking through this IFB to establish a new multi-year agreement with a single broker of record for the purpose of obtaining the appropriate excess coverage. A copy of this IFB, including any subsequent amendments to this IFB, along with a copy of all questions and responses will be posted on DFA’s website at www.dfa.ms.gov under the heading “Bid and RFP Notices”.  

The effective date of this contract is expected to be February 1, 2017.  This contract will be for four (4) years with an option to renew for one (1) year at DFA’s discretion.  Compensation for services rendered under this contract will be on a flat fee basis.  This Contract shall be governed by the applicable provisions of the Mississippi Personal Service Contract Review Board Regulations, a copy of which is available from the Mississippi State Personnel Board located at 210 East Capitol Street, Suite 800, Jackson, MS 39201, or at www.mspb.ms.gov. 

This IFB is to secure the services of a qualified broker with the level of experience and expertise necessary to assist the Board in obtaining excess insurance for its self-insured workers’ compensation program.  The purpose of this IFB is to solicit competitive bids by defining the Board’s needs, providing to vendors adequate information to develop bids, describing the evaluation criteria on which bids will be scored, and providing brokers with a draft contract.  The broker selected as a result of this IFB process will be provided with the Trust’s member agencies’ payroll and premium histories, current and historical claims loss runs, “large loss” summaries, a current actuarial report, concentration of risk data, and other such information as requested and is available that is likewise deemed relevant to the coverage solicitation process.

[bookmark: _Toc465782811]Overview and Process
The Mississippi State Agencies Self-Insured Workers' Compensation Trust began operations on July 1, 1990.  The Trust provides a depository for the funds collected from participating State agencies to discharge their legal liabilities under the Mississippi Workers' Compensation Law, and administers, through its Board of Trustees, such assets in accordance with such law.  The Trust currently provides workers’ compensation coverage and risk control services to the approximately 100 state agencies, boards, and commissions participating in this program, representing nearly 22,000 State employees in various locations throughout Mississippi.  With the exception of the Department of Transportation, Department of Corrections, and the Department of Public Safety who have chosen to individually self-insure, the Trust is the workers’ compensation insurer for nearly every State agency in Mississippi.  With technical assistance from its consulting actuary, Madison Consulting Group, Inc., the Trust calculates each member’s premium, and manages all such premium billing and collection activities internally.  With over $26M in assets, the Trust collects approximately $17M in premiums annually, and disburses between $16M and $17M in claims and operating expenses each year.  The Trust utilizes the services of Cannon Cochran Management Service, Inc. (CCMSI), as its third party claims administrator to manage all claims-related activities including, but not limited to, claims investigations, compensability determinations, claim and expense payments, litigation management, medical case management, and internal as well as external reporting.  Under contract with the Trust since 2013, CCMSI also provides loss control services as needed and as requested by the Trust to help minimize and control losses.  

In order to transfer a portion of its risk and as required by the Mississippi Workers’ Compensation Commission, the Trust purchases and maintains specific excess workers’ compensation insurance.  All policies must be placed with insurance companies with an A.M. Best’s rating of A+XIII or better. A summary of the Trust’s excess insurance coverage for the past several years is listed below:
	
Accident Period 
	Retention 
	 Indemnity 
	
	Premium 
	
	 Payroll Base 
	

	7/09 – 6/10
	$1,000,000 
	Statutory
	
	$519,133 
	F
	$1,017,908,000 
	F

	7/10 - 6/11
	$1,500,000 
	Statutory
	
	$506,694 
	F
	$993,518,031 
	F

	7/11 - 6/12
	$1,500,000 
	Statutory
	
	$506,229 
	F
	$992,606,075 
	F

	7/12 - 6/13
	$1,500,000 
	Statutory
	
	$552,778 
	F
	$1,003,226,752 
	F

	7/13 - 6/14
	$1,500,000 
	Statutory
	
	$578,353 
	F
	$992,029,242 
	F

	7/14 - 6/15
	$1,500,000 
	Statutory
	
	$590,667 
	F
	$1,013,150,470 
	F

	7/15 - 6/16
	$2,000,000 
	Statutory
	
	$452,498 
	E
	$1,003,321,721 
	E

	7/16 - 6/17
	$2,000,000 
	Statutory
	
	$433,628 
	E
	$1,013,150,479 
	E

	
F – Final
E – Estimated
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc465782812]Purpose and Goals
The purpose of this solicitation is to contract with an organization to provide excess workers’ compensation insurance brokerage services for its self-insured workers’ compensation program. The required services are described in Section 3, Scope of Services. 

[bookmark: _Toc465782813]Instructions to Brokers 
Bids must be received by the DFA-Office of Insurance in Jackson, Mississippi by 2:00 P.M. CST, November 29, 2016.  Any bid received after the deadline will not be considered. Bids submitted by facsimile or by electronic mail will not be considered. 
Bids must be submitted in writing to the following address:
Excess Workers’ Compensation Insurance Brokerage Services IFB
c/o DFA Office of Insurance
501 North West Street
Suite 901-B Woolfolk Building
Jackson, Mississippi 39201
Submit one (1) clearly marked original response with signed bid form (3 pages) signed Statutory Requirement disclosure statement (see Section 6 Statement of Compliance) and signed Acknowledgement of IFB Amendments (see Section 1.11), only if an amendment is posted. Include one originally signed bid (marked as original) and three copies.  Please include an additional electronic copy in portable document format (.PDF) of the complete bid, including all appendices and exhibits, with all trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial information redacted, to be released in the event we receive a public records request for bids.
To prevent opening by unauthorized individuals, all copies of the bid must be sealed in the package, and the package must be marked, “Bids – Do Not Open”. 
Label and tab the sections of the bid as follows:
Signed Bid Form (3 pages) (Refer to Section 5)
Acknowledgement of IFB Amendments (if any posted – Refer to Section 1.11)
Scope of Services Confirmation (Refer to Section 3)
IFB Questionnaire with Responses (Refer to Section 4)
Statement of Compliance (Refer to Section 6)
Resumes for Key Staff as requested in the Questionnaire 
Number each page of the bid. Multiple page attachments and samples should be numbered internally within each document, and not necessarily numbered in the overall page number sequence of the entire bid. The intent of this requirement is that the broker submit all information in a manner so that it is clearly referenced and easily located.
Conspicuously mark each page that contains confidential information with the word “CONFIDENTIAL”, in the upper-right corner, and use a different color paper from the color used for pages that do not contain confidential information. Confidential information may be identified by alternate font color and/or type on electronic copies of the bid. Failure to clearly identify trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial information will result in that information being released subject to a public records request (see Section 1.13). 
Original signatures are required on one copy of the bid form (3 pages), Statement of Compliance, and Acknowledgement of IFB Amendments (if any is posted). Failure to sign these required documents may result in disqualification of the bid.
If you do not agree with an item(s) in any section of this IFB or the draft Excess Insurance Broker Services Contract, you must list the item(s) on the signed Statement of Compliance (see Section 6).  NOTE: Clauses in blue italicized type in the Draft Workers’ Compensation Excess Insurance Brokerage Services Contract (see Appendix A) are required by PSCRB and/or DFA, and are not negotiable.
All information requested is considered important. If you have additional information you would like to provide, include it as an appendix to your bid. The Board will consider the bid an integral part of the contract and will expect the broker to honor all representations made in its bid.  If you have additional information you would like to provide, include it as an appendix to your bid.  
It is the broker’s sole responsibility to submit information relative to the evaluation of its bid and the Board is under no obligation to solicit such information if it is not included with the bid. Likewise, the Board has no obligation to locate or acknowledge any information in the vendor’s bid that is not presented under the appropriate outline according to these instructions and in the proper location.  Failure of the broker to submit such information in a manner so that it is easily located and understood may have an adverse impact on the evaluation of the bid. 
All documentation submitted in response to this IFB and any subsequent requests for information pertaining to this IFB shall become the property of the Board and will not be returned to the broker.
If the Board determines that the vendor has altered any language in the original IFB, the Board may, at its sole discretion, disqualify the vendor from further consideration. The IFB issued by the Board is the official version and will supersede any conflicting IFB language submitted by the vendor.

FAILURE TO PROVIDE ALL OF THE INFORMATION REQUESTED HEREIN MAY RESULT IN DISQUALIFICATION OF YOUR BID.

[bookmark: _Toc465782814]Important Dates
The following is a schedule of important dates regarding this IFB process. The Board reserves the right to adjust this schedule:

	November 1, 2016
	Invitation for Bids Released

	November 15, 2016
	Intent to Bid and Questions due by 2:00 P.M. CST

	November 18, 2016
	Responses to Questions released as they are received through this date 

	November 29, 2016
	Bids Due at the DFA-Office of Insurance by 2:00 P.M. CST

	December 7, 2016
	Contract Award notification released 

	February 1, 2017 
	Service Effective Date



[bookmark: _Toc465782815]Intent to Bid  
All potential bidders are requested to submit their Intent to Bid no later than November 15, 2016 by 2:00 P.M. CST. Notice may be submitted via email to InsuranceRFP@dfa.ms.gov. The Intent to Bid should indicate your organization’s primary contact, direct telephone number, and e-mail address. The submission of an Intent to Bid does not obligate your company to submit a bid. Likewise, potential bidders are encouraged, but not required, to submit a Notice of Intent to Bid.

[bookmark: _Toc465782816]Questions and Acknowledgment of Responses 
Questions from potential bidders must be submitted in writing via e-mail, and must be received no later than 2:00 P.M. CST, November 15, 2016, in order to receive a response. Bidders are encouraged to submit questions prior to the deadline as they arise. Responses will be posted as soon as they are available. Responses to questions will be made available on DFA’s website at www.dfa.ms.gov under “Bid and RFP Notices” no later than November 18, 2016. Responses to questions will be treated as amendments to the IFB and will require acknowledgment. A copy of the questions and answers shall be sent to all bidders who submit an “Intent to Bid”. It is the proposer’s sole responsibility to monitor the website for responses to questions.

[bookmark: _Toc465782817]Duration of Bid
Within the bid, you must state that your bid/offer is valid for a period of at least 120 days subsequent to the date of submission.  Refer to Question 26 of the IFB Questionnaire in Section 4.  The bid shall become part of the Contract in the event that the contract is awarded to your organization.

[bookmark: _Toc465782818]Statement of Compliance Requirement 
Section 6 contains a Statement of Compliance and a draft contract.  Please review these sections carefully and include a Statement of Compliance signed by an officer, principal or owner of the brokerage with your completed bid.  Failure to submit a signed Statement of Compliance may result in your bid being eliminated from further consideration.

[bookmark: _Toc465782819]Corrections and Clarifications
The Board reserves the right to request clarifications or corrections to bids.  Any bid received which does not comply with Instructions to Brokers in Section 1.3, does not meet or exceed the Minimum Vendor Requirements in Section 2, and/or does not comply with other bid requirements of this IFB, including clarification or correction requests, may be considered to be “non-responsive” and may be rejected.

[bookmark: _Toc465782820]Right of Negotiation
Discussions and negotiations regarding price and other matters may be conducted with broker(s) who submit bids determined to have reasonable likelihood of being selected for award, but bids may be accepted without such discussions. The Board reserves the right to further clarify and/or negotiate with the broker evaluated best following completion of the evaluation of bids but prior to contract execution, if deemed necessary by the Board. The Board also reserves the right to move to the next best broker if negotiations do not lead to an executed contract with the best broker. The Board reserves the right to further clarify and/or negotiate with the broker (s) on any matter submitted.

[bookmark: _Toc465782821]Acknowledgment of IFB Amendments
Should an amendment to the IFB be issued, it will be posted on DFA’s website at www.dfa.ms.gov under “Bid and RFP Notices”. Further, brokers must acknowledge receipt of any amendment to the IFB by signing and returning the amendment form with the bid, by identifying the amendment number and date in the space provided for this purpose on the amendment form, or by letter. The acknowledgment must be received by DFA by the time and at the place specified for receipt of bids. It is the broker’s sole responsibility to monitor the website for amendments to the IFB.

[bookmark: _Toc465782822]Consideration
The Board agrees to compensate the selected broker for services approved by the Board and performed by the broker as follows:
1. The fees listed in Section 5 - Bid, shall constitute the entire compensation due to the broker for services and all of the broker’s obligations hereunder regardless of the difficulty, materials, or equipment required. The fees include, but are not limited to, all applicable taxes, fees, general office expense, overhead, profit, and all other direct and indirect costs, incurred or to be incurred, by the broker. No additional compensation will be provided by the Board for any expense, cost, or fee not specifically authorized by the contract, or by written authorization from the Board.
The fees listed in Section 5 - Bid are firm for the duration of the contract and are not subject to escalation for any reason, unless the contract is duly amended.
The Board shall not provide any prepayments or initial deposits in advance of services being rendered. Only those services agreed to by contract shall be considered for reimbursement or compensation by the Board. Payment for any and all services provided by the broker to the Board and/or the Plan shall be made only after said services have been duly performed and properly invoiced.
The broker shall submit all invoices in a form acceptable to the Board with all of the necessary supporting documentation prior to the payment of allowable costs. Such invoices will, at a minimum, include the appropriate descriptions of the services being billed or other bases for charges included in Section 5 - Bid. Details will be determined during contract negotiations.
The payment of an invoice by the Board shall not prejudice the Board’s right to object or question any invoice or matter in relation thereto. Such payment by the Board shall neither be construed as acceptance of any part of the work or service provided nor as an approval of any costs invoiced therein. The broker’s invoice or payment shall be subject to reduction for amounts included in any invoice or payment theretofore made which are determined by the Board, on the basis of audits, not to constitute allowable costs. Any payment shall be reduced for overpayment, or increased for underpayment on subsequent invoices. For any amounts which are or shall become due and payable to the Board and/or the Plan by the broker, the Board reserves the right to (1) deduct from amounts which are or shall become due and payable to the Board under contract between the parties; or (2) request and receive payment directly from the broker within fifteen (15) days of such request, at the Board’s sole discretion.
The Board reserves the right to deduct from amounts which are or shall become due and payable to the broker under the contract between the parties any amounts which are or shall become due and payable to the Board by the broker. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, any reduction of payments to shall be made only with the prior agreement of both parties. In addition, in the event of termination of the contract for any reason, the broker shall be paid for services rendered and allowable expenses incurred up to the effective date of termination.

[bookmark: _Toc465782823]Mississippi Public Records Act/Confidentiality of Bids
Any bid, including accompanying attachments, will be available for review by State of Mississippi personnel, the Board, members and staff of the Legislature and oversight boards, and the Board’s consultants. The bid is further subject to the “Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983,” codified as Miss. Code Ann. §§ 25-61-1 et seq., (1972, as amended) and exceptions found in Miss. Code Ann. § 79-23-1 (1972, as amended). The Board understands that the broker may consider some of the information provided in the bid to be proprietary.  The Board requests that each page of the bid that broker considers confidential be on a different color paper than non-confidential pages and be marked in the upper right hand corner with the word “CONFIDENTIAL.” Failure to clearly identify trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial information will result in that information being released subject to a public records request.  For this reason, the Board requests that broker provide one electronic copy in portable document format (.PDF) of the complete bid, including all exhibits and appendices, with all trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial information redacted to be released immediately upon receipt of a public records request for bids. The vendor will still have 30 days to seek a court-issued protective order as provided in Rule 1.7 Third Party Information of the Public Information Policy of the DFA. (www.dfa.ms.gov/Content/publicinfopolicy.pdf).

The “Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983,” codified as Miss. Code Ann. §§25-61-1 et seq., and exceptions found in Miss. Code Ann. §79-23-1 provides that the broker can request, prior to the release of any information that the broker designates as trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial information, that the broker will be notified by the Board of the request for the information and given sufficient time to seek protection from the appropriate court. If broker does not obtain protection from the appropriate court, all information supplied whether marked confidential or not, may be released. The Board will accept no additional restrictions on the release of information contained in your bid.

Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary contained herein, it is recognized that DFA is a public agency of the State of Mississippi and is subject to the Mississippi Public Records Act. Mississippi Code Annotated §§ 25-61-1 et seq. If a public records request is made for any information provided to DFA pursuant to the IFB and designated by the broker in writing as trade secrets or other proprietary confidential information, DFA shall follow the provisions of Mississippi Code Annotated §§25-61-9 and 79-23-1 before disclosing such information. The agency shall not be liable to the broker for disclosures of information required by court order or required by law.

[bookmark: _Toc465782824]Withdrawal of Bid
A broker may withdraw a submitted bid by submitting a written notification for its withdrawal to the Board, signed by the broker, e-mailed, or mailed to the Board at the address provided in Section 1 - Introduction of this IFB. The Board shall not accept any amendments, revisions, or alterations to bids after the due date unless requested by the Board.

[bookmark: _Toc465782825]Cost of Bid Preparation
All costs incurred by the brokers in preparing and delivering their bids shall be borne at the brokers' expense.

[bookmark: _Toc465782826]Bid Opening
Bid opening will be open to the public; however, this will include opening, reading, and listing the bid price on each bid only. No discussions will be entered into with any bidder as to the quality or provisions of the specifications and no award will be made either stated or implied at the bid opening. All submitted bids will be opened at 2:15 P.M. CST, November 29, 2016, in the Office of Insurance Conference Room located at 501 North West Street, Suite 901-B Woolfolk Building, Jackson, Mississippi. 

[bookmark: _Toc465782827]Bid Evaluation
All bids received in response to this Request for Bid by the stated deadline will receive a fair and impartial evaluation. The evaluation of any bid(s) may be suspended and/or terminated at the Board’s discretion, at any point during the evaluation process in which the Board determines that said bid(s) and/or broker(s) fails to meet any of the mandatory requirements as stated in this IFB, the bid(s) is determined to contain fatal deficiencies to the extent that the likelihood of selection for contract negotiations is minimal, or the Board receives reliable information that would make contracting with the broker impractical or otherwise not in the best interest of the Board and/or the State of Mississippi.

After the bids are opened, an evaluation committee will evaluate the bids in the following two-phase process:

Compliance Phase - In this phase, all bids received will be reviewed to determine if the following mandatory requirements of this IFB have been satisfied:

a. Bid submission deadline met
b. Minimum vendor requirements met
c. Required format followed
d. Original and requested number of copies of bid provided
e. Signed Statement of Compliance provided and high degree of acceptance of 
Contract terms provided
f. Narrative questionnaire answered
g. Duration of bid requirement met
h. Required bid attachments provided

Failure to comply with the mandatory requirements may result in rejection of a bid. This is a pass/fail evaluation.  Those bids passing the Compliance Phase will be evaluated further.  The Board reserves the right to waive minor informalities in a bid in this phase of the evaluation.

[bookmark: _Toc243964395]Analysis Phase – After determing the bid is responsive, the responsibility of the bidder is confirmed and the references have been verified, award will be made to the lowest price bid. 

[bookmark: _Toc465782828]Post-Award Vendor Debriefing
Pursuant to the Mississippi Personal Services Contract Review Board (PSCRB) Rules and Regulations Section 7-114, bidders may request a post award vendor debriefing, in writing, by U. S. mail or electronic submission, using the contact information provided on the cover of this IFB.  The request must be made within three (3) business days of notification of the contract award. A vendor debriefing is a meeting and not a hearing; therefore, legal representation is not required. Should a bidder prefer to have legal representation present, the bidder must notify the DFA-Office of Insurance and identify the bidder’s attorney. The DFA-Office of Insurance shall be allowed to schedule and/or suspend and reschedule the debriefing at a time when a representative of the Office of the Mississippi Attorney General can be present. For additional information regarding the process and procedure for the Post Award Vendor Debriefing, please refer to the PSCRB Rules and Regulations Section 7-114 that may be found at http://www.mspb.ms.gov/personal-service-contract-review-board/pscrb-rules-regulations.aspx

[bookmark: _Toc465782829]Right to Consider Historical Information
The Board reserves the right to consider historical information regarding the broker, whether gained from the broker’s bid, conferences with the broker, references, or any other source during the evaluation process. This may include, but is not limited to, information from any state or federal regulatory entity.

[bookmark: _Toc465782830]Right to Reject, Cancel and/or Issue another IFB
The Board specifically reserves the right to reject any or all bids received in response to the IFB, cancel the IFB in its entirety, or issue another IFB.



[bookmark: _Toc465782831][bookmark: _Toc443485053]Market Contract Block 
This IFB is not an authorization for brokers to contact any insurance markets on behalf of the Trust.  Accordingly, no agent, broker, or other firm is authorized to block any insurance market for any current or proposed insurance coverage for the Trust.

[bookmark: _Toc465782832][bookmark: _Toc450124749]Applicable Law  
Any resulting contract shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Mississippi, excluding its conflicts of laws, provisions, and any litigation with respect thereto shall be brought in the courts of the State.  The selected vendor shall comply with applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations.
[bookmark: _Toc440895878][bookmark: _Toc450124750][bookmark: _Toc440895879]
[bookmark: _Toc465782833]Procurement Regulations 
Any resulting contract shall be governed by the applicable provisions of the Mississippi Personal Service Contract Review Board Rules and Regulations, a copy of which is available at 210 East Capitol, Suite 800, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 for inspection, or downloadable at 
http://www.mspb.ms.gov/personal-service-contract-review-board/pscrb-rules-regulations.aspx

[bookmark: _Toc465782834]Compliance with Laws
The selected vendor understands that the DFA is an equal opportunity employer and therefore, maintains a policy which prohibits unlawful discrimination based on race, color, creed, sex, age, national origin, physical handicap, disability, genetic information, or any other consideration made unlawful by federal, state, or local laws. All such discrimination is unlawful and the selected vendor agrees during the term of the agreement that they will strictly adhere to this policy in its employment practices and provision of services. The selected vendor shall comply with, and all activities under this agreement shall be subject to, all applicable federal, State of Mississippi, and local laws and regulations, as now existing and as may be amended or modified. 
[bookmark: _Toc440895885][bookmark: _Toc450124752]
[bookmark: _Toc465782835]Representation Regarding Contingent Fees
By responding, vendor represents that it has not retained a person to solicit or secure a state contract upon an agreement or understanding for a commission, percentage, brokerage, or contingent fee, except as disclosed in its bid.
[bookmark: _Toc440895886][bookmark: _Toc450124753]
[bookmark: _Toc465782836]Representation Regarding Gratuities  
By responding, vendor represents that it has not violated, is not violating, and promises that it will not violate the prohibition against gratuities set forth in Section 6-204 (Gratuities) of the Mississippi Personal Service Contract Review Board Rules and Regulations.
[bookmark: _Toc440895887][bookmark: _Toc450124754]
[bookmark: _Toc465782837]Availability of Funds
It is expressly understood and agreed that the obligation of the State to proceed under this agreement is conditioned upon the appropriation of funds by the Mississippi State Legislature and the receipt of state and/or federal funds. If the funds anticipated for the  continuing fulfillment of the agreement are, at any time, not forthcoming or insufficient, either through the failure of the federal government to provide funds or of the State of Mississippi to appropriate funds or the discontinuance or material alteration of the program under which funds were provided or if funds are not otherwise available to the Board, the Board shall have the right upon ten (10) working days written notice to the broker, to terminate this agreement without damage, penalty, cost or expenses to the Board of any kind whatsoever.  The effective date of termination shall be as specified in the notice of termination.
[bookmark: _Toc440895895][bookmark: _Toc450124755]
[bookmark: _Toc465782838]Stop Work Order
a) Order to Stop Work: The Board, may, by written order to the broker at any time, and without notice to any surety, require it to stop all or any part of the work called for by this contract. This order shall be for a specified period not exceeding 90 days after the order is delivered to the selected broker, unless the parties agree to any further period. Any such order shall be identified specifically as a stop work order issued pursuant to this clause. Upon receipt of such an order, the broker shall forthwith comply with its terms and take all reasonable steps to minimize the occurrence of costs allocable to the work covered by the order during the period of work stoppage. Before the stop work order expires, or within any further period to which the parties shall have agreed, the procurement officer shall either:

1. cancel the stop work order; or,

2. terminate the work covered by such order as provided in the “Termination for Default” clause of the “Termination for Convenience” clause of this contract. 
b) Cancellation or Expiration of the Order: If a stop work order issued under this clause is canceled at any time during the period specified in the order, or if the period of the order or any extension thereof expires, the broker shall have the right to resume work. An appropriate adjustment shall be made in the delivery schedule or price, or both, and the contract shall be modified in writing accordingly, if:

1. the stop work order results in an increase in the time required for, or in the broker’s properly allocable to, the performance of any part of this contract; and,

2. the broker asserts a claim for such an adjustment within 30 days after the end of the period of work stoppage; provided that, if the Board decides that the facts justify such action, any such claim asserted may be received and acted upon at any time prior to final payment under this contract.
c) Termination of Stopped Work:  If a stop work order is not canceled and the work covered by such order is terminated for default or convenience, the reasonable costs resulting from the stop work order shall be allowed by adjustment or otherwise.
d) Adjustments of Price:  Any adjustment in contract price made pursuant to this clause shall be determined in accordance with the Price Adjustment clause of this contract.
[bookmark: _Toc440895892][bookmark: _Toc450124756]
[bookmark: _Toc465782839]Termination for Convenience 
a) Termination. The Board may, when the interests of the Board so require, terminate any resulting contract in whole or in part, for the convenience of the Board. The Board shall give written notice of the termination to broker specifying the part of the contract terminated and when termination becomes effective.
b) Broker’s Obligations. The broker shall incur no further obligations in connection with the terminated work and on the date set in the notice of termination the broker will stop work to the extent specified. The broker shall also terminate outstanding orders and subcontracts as they relate to the terminated work. The broker shall settle the liabilities and claims arising out of the termination of subcontracts and orders connected with the terminated work. The procurement officer may direct thebroker to assign its right, title, and interest under terminated orders or subcontracts to the Board. The broker must still complete the work not terminated by the notice of termination and may incur obligations as are necessary to do so. 
[bookmark: _Toc440895893][bookmark: _Toc450124757]
[bookmark: _Toc465782840]Termination for Default  
a) Default. If the broker refuses or fails to perform any of the provisions of any resulting contract with such diligence as will ensure its completion within the time specified in the contract or any extension thereof, or otherwise fails to timely satisfy the contract provisions, or commits any other substantial breach of this contract, the Board may notify the broker in writing of the delay or nonperformance and if not cured in ten (10) days or any longer time specified in writing by the procurement officer, such officer may terminate the broker’s right to proceed with the contract or such part of the contract as to which there has been delay or a failure to properly perform.  In the event of termination in whole or in part, the Board  may  procure  similar  supplies  or  services  in  a  manner  and  upon  terms  deemed appropriate by the procurement officer. The broker shall continue performance of the contract to the extent it is not terminated and shall be liable for excess costs incurred in procuring similar goods or services.
b) Duties.    Notwithstanding  termination  of  any resulting contract  and  subject  to  any directions  from  the  Board,  the broker shall  take  timely,  reasonable,  and necessary action to protect and preserve property in the possession of the broker in which the Board has an interest.
c) Compensation. Payment for completed services delivered and accepted by the Board shall be at the contract price. The State may withhold from amounts due the broker such sums as the Board deems to be necessary to protect the Board against loss because of outstanding liens or claims of former lien holders and to reimburse the Plan for the excess costs incurred in procuring similar goods and services.
d) Excuse for Nonperformance or Delayed Performance. Except with respect to defaults of subcontractors, the broker shall not be in default by reason of any failure in performance of this contract in accordance with its terms (including any failure by the broker to make progress in the prosecution of the work hereunder which endangers such performance) if the broker has notified the Board within 15 days after the cause of the delay and the failure arises out of causes such as: acts of God; acts of the public enemy; acts of the State and any other governmental entity in its sovereign or contractual capacity; fires; floods; epidemics; quarantine restrictions; strikes or other labor disputes; freight embargoes; or unusually severe weather. If the failure to perform is caused by the failure of a subcontractor to perform or to make progress, and if such failure arises out of causes similar to those set forth above, the broker shall not be deemed to be in default, unless the services to be furnished by the subcontractor were reasonably obtainable from other sources in sufficient time to permit the broker to meet the contract requirements. Upon request of the broker, the Board shall ascertain the facts and extent of such failure, and, if such officer determines that any failure to perform was occasioned by any one or more of the excusable causes, and that, but for the excusable cause, the broker 's progress and performance would have met the terms of the contract, the delivery schedule shall be revised accordingly, subject to the rights of the State under the clause entitled (in fixed-price contracts, "Termination for Convenience," in cost-reimbursement contracts, "Termination"). (As used in this Paragraph of this clause, the term "subcontractor" means subcontractor at any tier).
e) Erroneous Termination for Default. If, after notice of termination of the broker’s right to proceed under the provisions of this clause, it is determined for any reason that the resulting contract was not in default under the provisions of this clause, or that the delay was excusable under the provisions of Paragraph (4) (Excuse for Nonperformance or Delayed Performance) of this clause, the rights and obligations of the parties shall, if the contract contains a clause providing for termination for convenience of the Board, be the same as if the notice of termination had been issued pursuant to such clause.
f) Additional Rights and Remedies. The rights and remedies provided in this clause are in addition to any other rights and remedies provided by law or under this contract.
[bookmark: _Toc440895894][bookmark: _Toc450124758]
[bookmark: _Toc465782841]Termination for Bankruptcy 
Any resulting contract may be terminated in whole or in part by the Board upon written notice to the broker, if the broker should become the subject of bankruptcy or receivership proceedings, whether voluntary or involuntary, or upon the execution by the broker of an assignment for the benefit of its creditors. In the event of such termination, the broker shall be entitled to recover just and equitable compensation for satisfactory work performed under this contract, but in no case shall said compensation exceed the total contract price.
[bookmark: _Toc440895889][bookmark: _Toc450124759]
[bookmark: _Toc465782842]E-Payment 
The broker agrees to accept all payments in United States currency via the State of Mississippi’s electronic payment and remittance vehicle. The agency agrees to make payment in accordance with Mississippi law on “Timely Payments for Purchases by Public Bodies,” which generally provides for payment of undisputed amounts by the agency within forty-five (45) days of receipt of invoice. Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-305 (1972, as amended).
[bookmark: _Toc440895890][bookmark: _Toc450124760]
[bookmark: _Toc465782843]Paymode
Payments by the Board using the State’s accounting system shall be made and remittance information provided electronically as directed by the State. These payments shall be deposited into the bank account of the broker’s choice. The Board may, at its sole discretion, require the broker to electronically submit invoices and supporting documentation at any time during the term of this Agreement. The broker understands and agrees that the Board is exempt from the payment of taxes. All payments shall be in United States currency.
[bookmark: _Toc450124761]
[bookmark: _Toc465782844]E-Verification
If applicable, the broker represents and warrants that it will ensure its compliance with the Mississippi Employment Protection Act of 2008, and will register and participate in the status verification system for all newly hired employees. Miss. Code Ann. §§ 71-11-1 et seq. (1972, as amended). The term “employee” as used herein means any person that is hired to perform work within the State of Mississippi. As used herein, “status verification system” means the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigration Responsibility Act of 1996 that is operated by the United States Department of Homeland Security, also known as the E-Verify Program, or any other successor electronic verification system replacing the E-Verify Program. The broker agrees to maintain records of such compliance. Upon request of the Board and after approval of the Social Security Administration or Department of Homeland Security when required, the broker agrees to provide a copy of each such verification. The proposer further represents and warrants that any person assigned to perform services hereafter meets the employment eligibility requirements of all immigration laws.  The breach of this agreement may subject the proposer to the following:
a) termination of this contract for services and ineligibility for any state or public contract in Mississippi for up to three (3) years with notice of such cancellation/termination being made public;
b) the loss of any license, permit, certification or other document granted to broker by an agency, department or governmental entity for the right to do business in Mississippi for up to one (1) year; or, 
c) both.  In the event of such cancellations/termination,  would also be liable for any additional costs incurred by the Board due to Contract cancellation or loss of license or permit to do business in the State of Mississippi.
[bookmark: _Toc450124762]
[bookmark: _Toc465782845]Trade Secrets, Commercial and Financial Information 
It is expressly understood that Mississippi law requires that the provisions of this contract which contain the commodities purchased or the personal or professional services provided, the price to be paid, and the term of the contract shall not be deemed to be a trade secret or confidential commercial  or  financial  information  and  shall  be  available  for  examination,  copying,  or reproduction.
[bookmark: _Toc440895891][bookmark: _Toc450124765]
[bookmark: _Toc465782846]Transparency 
Any resulting contract, including any accompanying exhibits, attachments, and appendices, is subject to the “Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983,” and its exceptions. See Miss. Code Ann. §§ 25-61-1 et seq., (1972, as amended) and Miss. Code Ann. § 79-23-1 (1972, as amended). In addition, this contract is subject to the provisions of the Mississippi Accountability and Transparency Act of 2008. Miss. Code Ann. §§ 27-104-151 et seq. (1972, as amended). Unless exempted from disclosure due to a court-issued protective order, a copy of this executed contract is required to be posted to the Department of Finance and Administration’s independent agency contract website for public access at http://www.transparency.mississippi.gov. Information identified by broker as trade secrets, or other proprietary information, including confidential vendor information, or any other information which is required confidential by state or federal law or outside the applicable freedom of information statutes, will be redacted.


[bookmark: _Toc465782847]SECTION 2: MINIMUM VENDOR REQUIREMENTS

The following bid requirements are mandatory.  Failure to meet any of these bid criteria will result in the disqualification of the bid submitted by your organization.  

Please respond by restating each requirement, including the number, listed below with documentation that proves specifically how your organization meets that requirement. Note that for purposes of fulfilling the minimum vendor requirements, except as otherwise indicated, “Broker” refers to the primary contracting vendor only, not including any proposed subcontractors. Please include in your responses the total number of years and types of experience of your organization. If, in the opinion of the evaluation team, you fail to prove that your organization meets any of these minimum requirements, the bid will be disqualified from further evaluation. You will be notified if the bid is disqualified, and you will have an opportunity to provide additional information to prove your organization does meet the minimum requirements.

1. [bookmark: _Toc449539207]Broker must currently provide excess workers’ compensation insurance brokerage services to at least one large client (individual or group) with 5,000 or more employees. Provide the client name, address, contact, title, phone number, fax number, email address, size of group, brief description of services provided, and number of years the services have been rendered by your organization.

2. [bookmark: _Toc449539208]Broker must be appropriately licensed and/or have legal authority to render the proposed services. Provide a copy of pertinent license, certificate of appointment, or other such documentation to demonstrate qualifications.

3. [bookmark: _Toc449539209]Broker must have at least five (5) years experience as of January 1, 2016 as an organization in brokering insurance of self-insured workers’ compensation groups with programs similar in size and/or complexity to the Trust.  Proposing broker must describe in detail how this requirement is met, including the type and number of years’ experience, and include supporting client reference(s).

4. [bookmark: _Toc449539210]Broker must be an independent entity, with no real or perceived conflicts of interest with regard to its relationship with any employee and/or staff member of the DFA, member of the Board, and/or any other entity participating directly or indirectly in the procurement of these services. 

5. Broker must have a satisfactory record of performance. The Board reserves the right to consider historical information regarding the broker, whether gained from the broker’s bid, conferences with the broker, references, or any other source during the evaluation process. This may include, but is not limited to, information from any state or federal regulatory entity. 



[bookmark: _Toc449539206]

[bookmark: _Toc465782848]SECTION 3:  SCOPE OF SERVICES

Please respond by confirming your understanding of this scope of services.  Include in your confirmation, your understanding of the request, a general description of the work to be performed, and your expectations of any challenges that impact the timely performance of the requested services.  Your confirmation/response should be included in your proposal.  Any additional details regarding these services should be provided in your responses to specific questions in the questionnaire, or as additional information included as an appendix. 
The Broker agrees, at the request of the Board, to assist the Board and the staff of DFA by providing the following Brokerage services. The Broker is expected to:
	
1. Work with and be responsive to DFA and the Board in all areas customarily related to placing the excess workers’ compensation insurance coverage.

2. Develop (as needed) and implement strategy to generate and maintain competitive interest in the Trust’s excess insurance coverage from the available excess markets.

3. Advise and consult with the Board as to the type and format of data that needs to be collected and maintained to maximize marketing and renewal of the coverage.

4. Coordinate and assist with the preparation of coverage applications and related forms necessary for submission to underwriters/interested carriers.

5. Solicit and provide the Board with competitive coverage options and alternatives from qualified carriers that fit within the overall mandatory limits and retentions. All policies must be placed with insurance companies with an A.M. Best’s rating of A+XIII or better.

6. Serve as liaison between the Board and the selected insurance carrier(s), keeping the Board fully apprised of any and all matters that materially impact the coverage.  Additionally, assist the Board, as requested, in coverage issues that may arise with excess carriers from previous years, including policies that predate the broker’s current contract with the Board.

7. Advise and consult with the Board on any actual or proposed risk management issues that could impact the excess coverage, its cost and/or marketing thereof.

8. As requested by the Board, testify before the State Legislature, Legislative Budget Committee, Performance Evaluation and Expenditure Review Committee, and testify or provide assistance in connection with any legal proceedings in which the Board or the State of Mississippi is a party in relation to the services provided under this Contract.

9. Maintain full and accurate records with respect to all matters covered under this Contract. Additionally, at the request of the Board, the Broker shall deliver such documents and work papers to DFA within 30 days upon termination or completion of this process or termination of the contract.

10. As requested by the Board, provide other such related services for which the Broker has the technical capability to render.


[bookmark: _Toc465782849]SECTION 4:  QUESTIONNAIRE

In preparing your written response to this questionnaire, you are required to repeat each question or requirement followed by your response. Please provide complete answers and explain all issues in a concise, direct manner. If you cannot provide a direct response for some reason (e.g., your organization does not collect or furnish certain information), please indicate the reason rather than providing general information that fails to answer the question. “Will discuss” and “will consider” are not appropriate answers. 

1. [bookmark: _Toc449539214][bookmark: _Toc449539211]State the full name and home office address of your organization.  Describe your organizational structure (e.g., publicly held corporation, private non-profit, partnership, etc.).  If it is incorporated, include the state in which it is incorporated.  Indicate your company’s average number of employees for calendar year 2015.

2. [bookmark: _Toc449539218]List the name, title, mailing address, telephone number, facsimile number, and e-mail address of the contact person for this bid.

3. [bookmark: _Toc449539219]Do you currently have an office in the State of Mississippi?  If so, provide the address, general functions, and the number of full time employees.  

4. [bookmark: _Toc449539221]List the office that will service this account.  If different from your response to Question 3, provide the complete address, phone number, and facsimile number for this office, along with the general functions of the office and number of full time employees. 

5. [bookmark: _Toc449539220]How old is your organization and how long has it been providing brokering services to self-insured workers’ compensation programs? 

6. [bookmark: _Toc449539216]List the name and occupation of those individuals serving on your organization’s board of directors, and list the name of any entity or person owning 10% or more of your organization.

7. [bookmark: _Toc449539213]List the insurers that you expect to consider for providing coverage to the Trust.  For each insurer, describe in detail your relationship with and experience in placing similar coverage.  Include to the extent possible, the number, type and size of policy placements, number of years of experience, and any other information you believe to be pertinent in evaluating your ability to secure a competitive quotation from the carrier(s).  Indicate whether you place coverage directly with the listed insurers, or if you use a wholesale broker or other intermediary in such placements.  Also list the carrier’s current A.M. Best rating.  

8. [bookmark: _Toc449539215]Disclose and describe any ownership interest your firm has in any insurance agency, insurer, re-insurer, or other entity that you would use in placing coverage for the Trust.

9. Briefly state your understanding of the scope of the work to be performed for the Board.

10. [bookmark: _Toc449539212]Provide a detailed plan of work for placing the Trust’s excess coverage.  Include a description of your planned market approach, the types of data that will be needed from the Trust, the timing for both initial and renewal coverage placement efforts, how you will expect the Trust personnel to interact and/or assist in the marketing process, and any other information you believe to be pertinent to this process.

11. [bookmark: _Toc449539222]Provide a brief resume for each professional staff person that will be assigned to render services to this account, including detailed information on professional designations and years of related experience, as well as any special training or qualifications.  Identify the person who will serve as the account’s primary contact.

12. [bookmark: _Toc449539223]It is essential that DFA and the Board have prompt and direct access to the broker throughout the term of the contract.  Address how the broker will provide such access.

13. [bookmark: _Toc449539224]Provide the approximate number of clients you currently have, including the approximate amount of total coverage you have placed for them.  Indicate what percentage of the client number and placed coverage is for public entities. 

14. [bookmark: _Toc449539228]State for your brokerage if any officers or principals and/or their immediate families are, or have been within the preceding 12 months, employees or elected officials of the State of Mississippi.

15. [bookmark: _Toc449539229]Has your brokerage ever been involved in a lawsuit involving any area covered by this IFB?  If yes, provide details including dates and outcomes.

16. [bookmark: _Toc449539230]During the past five years, has your brokerage, related entities, principals or officers ever been a party in any material civil or criminal litigation whether directly related to this IFB or not?  If so, provide details including dates and outcomes.

17. Please restate each of the Minimum Vendor Requirements in Section 2 by restating each requirement listed and provide documentation that proves specifically how your organization meets that requirement. Please include in your responses the total number of years and types of experience of your organization and of the primary contact. If, in the opinion of the evaluation committee, you fail to substantiate that your organization meets any of these minimum requirements, your bid will be disqualified from further evaluation. You will be notified if your bid is disqualified, and you will have an opportunity to provide additional information to substantiate your organization does meet the minimum requirements, subject to your timely response and cooperation.

18. [bookmark: _Toc449539225]Please respond to Section 3 - Scope of Services by restating each service listed and confirm your intention to provide the service as described by stating, “Confirmed”. If your organization can provide the service, but not exactly as described, state, “Confirmed, but with exceptions”, and state the specific exceptions. If your organization intends to provide a listed service through a subcontractor, state, “Confirmed, service will be provided through subcontractor”, and name the subcontractor. If your organization is currently unable to provide a listed service, respond by stating, “Unable to provide this service”. Any additional details regarding these services should be provided in your responses to the questionnaire, or as additional information included as an appendix to your bid.

19. [bookmark: _Toc449539226]REFERENCES – PRIVATE SECTOR:  List three private sector workers’ compensation clients for whom you are providing (or have provided within the past two years) insurance services similar to those requested in this IFB.  For each client, the list must specify the type work performed by your brokerage, the size of the client’s group and the period of time retained as a client.  One of the three must be the longest standing client, and one must be the client with the largest employee population.  If the same client meets both of these, list additional clients so that at least three private sector clients are provided.  For each reference, include the name, title, address, facsimile number, and phone number (and email address if available) of a contact person.  If you do not have three references in this category, list additional governmental references (see Question 20) so that at least six total references are provided.  

20. [bookmark: _Toc449539227]REFERENCES - GOVERNMENTAL:  List three governmental workers’ compensation clients for whom you are providing (or have provided within the past two years) insurance services similar to those requested in this IFB.  For each client, the list must specify the type work performed by your brokerage, the size of the client’s group and the period of time retained as a client.  One of the three must be the longest standing public client, and one must be the public client with the largest employee population.  If the same client meets both of these, list additional clients so that at least three governmental clients are provided.  For each reference, include the name, title, address, facsimile number, and phone number (and email address if available) of a contact person.  If you do not have three references in this category, list additional private sector references (see Question 19) so that at least six total references are provided.

21. [bookmark: _Toc449539231]REFERENCES – RECENTLY DISCONTINUED SERVICES:  List all clients that have discontinued use of your company’s services since January 1, 2015, and your understanding for their discontinued use of your services.  For each client, include the name, title, address, facsimile number and phone number of a contact person.

22. State if you currently provide any services, directly or indirectly, to any of the following:

Cannon Cochran Management Service, Inc. (CCMSI)
Madison Consulting Group, Inc.
Harper, Rains, Knight & Company, P.A.
Mississippi State Agencies Self-Insured Workers' Compensation Trust Board Members: Frank Janotta, Cassandra Walter, Ryan Beard, Cassandra Moore, Kelly Breland, or Administrator: Richard Self
Any unit of State government of the State of Mississippi

23. [bookmark: _Toc449539232]If your brokerage currently provides services, directly or indirectly, to any of the entities or individuals listed above, provide a full description of services provided.

24. [bookmark: _Toc449539217]Describe your brokerage’s philosophy regarding compensation arrangements, including discretionary and supplemental services.

25. [bookmark: _Toc449539233]Complete the bid form (3 pages) located in Section 5.

26. [bookmark: _Toc449539234]Confirm that your bid is valid for 120 days.  



[bookmark: _Toc465782850]SECTION 5:  BID

Please complete the following Bid form.  Rates for each of the five years must be included.  Bids must be firm, flat dollar amounts, as percentage of other variable amounts will not be accepted. In addition to the guaranteed flat rate for the excess insurance placement services described in this IFB, you may list additional services for which you have the technical capability and expertise to provide to the Board.  You should likewise provide the respective guaranteed fees for any additional service offered.  




MISSISSIPPI STATE AGENCIES SELF-INSURED WORKERS’ COMPENSATION TRUST 
EXCESS INSURANCE BROKERAGE SERVICES - BID  FORM 
Page 1 of 2

Name of Brokerage Company:___________________________________________________ 

Please complete the following bid form.  Bids must be firm, flat dollar amounts, as percentage of other variable amounts will not be accepted. Flat fee totals for each of the five years must be included.  Unless otherwise approved by DFA, any incidental travel and/or general office expenses must be incorporated into the bundled flat fee total.

YEAR 1		__________________________________________
YEAR 2		__________________________________________
YEAR 3		__________________________________________
YEAR 4		__________________________________________
YEAR 5*		__________________________________________
*Applicable in the event one-year contract extension option is elected by DFA and the Board.

Unless otherwise agreed to by DFA, 50% of the flat fee is billable upon delivery of the binder for coverage, with the remaining 50% to be paid upon delivery of the executed policy.

Other Services:
In addition to the flat rate for brokerage services described in the aforementioned IFB, we agree to provide upon request by the Board the following additional services at the rates listed below:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

All fees listed herein are guaranteed through the term of the contract.

By signing this bid form, the company representative certifies that he/she has authority to bind the company, and further acknowledges and certifies on behalf of the company: 

1. That he/she has thoroughly read and understands the Invitation for Bids and Attachments thereto; 

2. That the company meets all requirements and acknowledges all certifications contained in the Invitation for Bids and Attachments thereto; 

3. That the company agrees to all provisions of the Invitation for Bids and the Draft Contract (Attachment A); 


MISSISSIPPI STATE AGENCIES SELF-INSURED WORKERS’ COMPENSATION TRUST 
EXCESS INSURANCE BROKERAGE SERVICES - BID  FORM
Page 2 of 2

4. That the company will perform the services required at the prices quoted above; 

5. That, to the best of its knowledge and belief, the cost or pricing data submitted is accurate, complete, and current as of the submission date; 

6. That the company can and will meet all required laws, regulations, and/or procedures related to confidentiality in the destruction of the State’s records and represents that its workers are licensed, certified and possess the requisite credentials to perform on-site mobile shredding services;  

7. That the company is not currently debarred from submitting bids for contracts issued by any political subdivision or agency of the State of Mississippi and that it is not an agent of a person or entity that is currently debarred from submitting bids for contracts issued by any political subdivision or agency of the State of Mississippi;

8. That the prices submitted in response to the solicitation have been arrived at independently and without, for the purpose of restricting competition, any consultation, communication, or agreement with any other bidder or competitor relating to those prices, the intention to submit a bid, or the methods or factors used to calculate the prices bid/offerer; 

9. That the company has not retained any person or agency on a percentage, commission, or other contingent arrangement to secure this contract; 

10. That the company has not retained a person to solicit or secure a State contract upon an agreement or understanding for a commission, percentage, brokerage, or other contingent fee, except as disclosed in the Contractor’s bid or proposal. 

11. That the company has not violated, is not violating, and promises that it will not violate the prohibition against gratuities set forth in Section 6-204 (Gratuities) of the Mississippi Personal Service Contract Review Board Rules and Regulations. 



Name of Brokerage Company:___________________________________________________ 

Printed name and title of representative:______________________________________________ 

Signature:______________________________   Date: _________________________________ 

Modifications or additions to any portion of this bid document may be cause for rejection of the bid.


			       
[bookmark: _Toc465782851]SECTION 6:  STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE

This section contains a Statement of Compliance and a draft Brokerage Services Contract that will be used in formulating the final agreement between the Board and the selected vendor.  You should review the draft contract carefully to determine if your company agrees to each condition. After you have reviewed the entire IFB, you should complete and sign a Statement of Compliance. If you object to any items in the draft contract, or to any of the other requirements included in this IFB, note and fully explain your objections, including any suggested alternatives, on your Statement of Compliance, and return it with your bid.  If you do not have any objections, you need only sign the form and return it with your bid.  

NOTE:  ALL BIDS MUST HAVE A SIGNED STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE.
2


Excess Workers’ Compensation Insurance Brokerage Services IFB – 11/1/16	Page 3 of 25
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE

By submission of this bid, we represent that we have agreed to adhere to all conditions and requirements as set forth in the Mississippi State Agencies Self-Insured Workers’ Compensation Trust Invitation for Bid for Excess Workers’ Compensation Insurance Brokerage Services dated November 1, 2016, including the draft brokerage services contract, except as listed below:  























______________________________________		_____________________________
Signature							Date

______________________________________
Name							

______________________________________
Title

______________________________________
Company

Please have the appropriate official within your brokerage sign this statement and include it as a part of your bid.


