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Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description): 
The Chemistry Department is seeking to purchase a Bruker BCU-I pre-cooling and stabilization accessory for the Bruker AVANCE III 500 MHz NMR system that was purchased earlier this year.  The BCU-I cooling unit is needed to control the NMR sample temperature for NMR signal collection at temperatures from ambient down to 0ºC.
2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s) and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 
The Bruker BCU-I cooling unit is the only NMR sample pre-cooling and temperature stabilization that is compatible with the Bruker AVANCE III 500 HD NMR system.  Without the Bruker BCU-I NMR sample temperature controller, the NMR pulses heat the sample and make it impossible to collect high resolution NMR spectra on samples that need to be run for longer periods of time.  The Bruker BCU-I cooling unit is the only sample cooling unit that that is compatible with and whose control cab be integrated with the console for the Bruker AVANCE III 500 HD NMR system.
3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 

The only company that sells the requested item is Bruker BioSpin Corporation.  Bruker is both the manufacturer and the only source for the Bruker BCU-I pre-cooling and stabilization accessory.

4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
The list price for the Bruker BCU-I pre-cooling and stabilization accessory is $9,900.  The Chemistry Department was able to negotiate a discounted price of $7,900.  The discounted price is reasonable and the Bruker AVANCE III 500 MHz NMR, which was purchased for approximately $500,000, is not capable of running experiments with long data acquisition times without the addition of the BCU-I accessory.  The source of the problem that will be solved with the purchase of the Bruker BCU-I unit is inadequate temperature control and cooling in the Hand Lab NMR facility.


5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:

When acquired, the Bruker BCU-I unit will become part of an integrated Bruker AVANCE III-HD 500 MHz NMR system.  This part will upgrade the performance of the overall Bruker AVANCE III 500 MHz NMR system that is already up and running in the Chemistry Department.  Bruker is the only source of parts for its NMR systems. 

Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Don Buffum, CPPO
Director of Procurement & Contracts
dbuffum@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.
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