Alcorn State University
Notice of Proposed Research Purchase

Alcorn State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below for research purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.

1.  Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description):

The Agriculture Department is seeking to purchase Earth Tub LLDPE, Earth Tub On-Floor Heating System, Earth Tub Positive Aeration System, and Earth Tub Variable Frequency Drive, optional if 3 phase power not available, (if tubs are at one site) Customer Freight, Shipping & Handling, Freight prices are subject to change

2.  Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s) and why it is the only one that 
     can meet the specific needs of the department:

The Geotechnical and Structures Laboratory of the U S Army Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC) has developed a Cooperative Research and Development Agreement (CRADA) with Alcorn State University to bring to practical application the inventions claimed in U S Army patents on the conversion of poultry manure into guano, a slow-release and environmentally-friendly nitrogen source. The new technology developed by the Army uses cultured bacteria and a soluble magnesium source added to the waste to convert the organic nitrogen and phosphorus to an inorganic compound (Ammonium magnesium phosphate hydrate) which is similar to the mineral form of nitrate (struvite) produced naturally in guano deposits.

3.  Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is only possible 
     Source that can provide the required item(s):

The company name is Green Mountain Technologies, Inc.  Of all the options available in the market for this type of technology, the system offered by Green Mountain Technologies best fits the department needs because of its technology, design, size, and prices.

4.  Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is
     considered reasonable:   

[bookmark: _GoBack]The price of Earth Tub LLDPE -3@8991.6666= 26, 975.00, Earth Tub On Floor Heating System- 3@299=897.00, Earth Tub Positive Aeration System- 3@349.00=1047.00, Earth Tub Variable Frequencing Drive option- 1@895.00=895.00, Freight, Shipping, handling- 1@3679.00=3679.00

This system is called Earth Tub and it is an in-vessel composting system for recycling organic waste materials at the site.  The Green Mountain Technologies Earth Tub is equipped with a bio-filter for odor processing and control, heating and aeration systems, and mixing devises.  These devises together are not seen in any of the commercial composting tubs.  In addition, this tub prevents release of greenhouse gases from the tub to the atmosphere and helps prevent climate change.

5.  Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source 
     and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:     

The Agriculture Department received quotes from several companies across the nation, but the scientifically designed composting tub of the Green Mountain Technologies is the best for the highly advanced research program and it is also the cheapest among all the well-designed composting tubs.

Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:

Mertha George
Purchasing Agent
mgeorge@alcorn.edu

The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.

If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, ASU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then ASU with withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.

If ASU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then ASU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  ASU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.
