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A description of the commodity that the agency is seeking to procure:
The Mississippi Library Commission provides a membership to the Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP) for each library in the state. This fulfills our mission to develop/administer annual statewide Summer Library Programs to increase abilities of public libraries to support learning through reading.
Membership to CSLP includes access to the clspreads.org website and access to the CSLP manuals which include copyrighted artwork every summer for the theme of each age group (early literacy, children, teens, and adults).
CSLP has a partnership with Demco, who releases an annual CSLP catalog containing “Creative themes, inviting decoratives, and thought-provoking activities” all centered on the summer’s theme and all using the copyrighted images for the program.
The Mississippi Library Commission plans to purchase items from the 2017 CSLP catalog and distribute the selected items to public libraries.   These items are all based on the 2017 CSLP theme, “Build a Better World.” The items include banners, posters, stickers, stamps, bookmarks, book lists, reading logs, and other items with the theme art for “Build a Better World.” 
An explanation of why the commodity is the only one that can meet the needs of the agency:
The items available in the catalog promote the CSLP program themes. The book logs, posters, banners, and other items all would support these programs within libraries.  Since the items are copyrighted, libraries must purchase these items from this catalog.  Other items would not follow the theme of the program and would limit the ability of the libraries to conduct their Summer Library Programs.   
An explanation of why the source is the only person or entity that can provide the required commodity:
Demco is the only company that sells the products that have the proprietary images from CSLP. As the Mississippi Library Commission pays for Mississippi public libraries to have membership to this collaborative, all of the Mississippi’s Summer Library Program’s trainings are built around the CSLP theme, and all libraries receive the CSLP manual to plan their summer programs.  The artwork in the CSLP catalog is copyrighted and cannot be sold or recreated by another entity. 

An explanation of why the amount to be expended for the commodity is reasonable:
The amount to be expended for the commodity amounts to $50 per library in this state, plus shipping and handling. The total amount requested will not exceed $14,000. For this amount, every library outlet in Mississippi will be able to purchase many items that can promote the local summer library program in order to improve users’ knowledge or abilities beyond basic access to information. A pre-selected package would include as much as the following: 
	page
	amount
	item
	catalog #
	package of:

	3
	2
	lg poster
	KS-1373257
	1

	4
	1
	bulletin board
	KS-1372914
	1

	4
	1
	Window cling
	KS-1373292
	1

	5
	1
	Diecut bookmarks
	KS-1372636
	100

	6
	2
	Certificates
	KS-1373298
	25

	6
	1
	Booklist Reading Record
	KS-1372918
	25

	6
	2
	Stickers
	KS-1372637
	250

	6
	1
	Rubber Stamp
	KS-1372906
	1

	7
	2
	Book Bags
	KS-1372908
	25

	16
	2
	Small Poster
	KS-1372633
	1

	16
	1
	Bookmarks
	KS-1372633
	200



Libraries can order their own variation of items available through the catalog or get the items on the list above. These items allow for a library without funding to promote and support a Summer Library Program that will encourage children to read during the summer, an essential element in supporting statewide literacy.

The efforts that the agency went through to obtain the best possible price for the commodity:
CSLP issues a formal, competitive bid process every two years through its Vendor Committee for the items found in the catalog.  In the most recent bidding process, Demco was the only company currently able to answer the entire bid.  CSLP strives to offer the best overall pricing, convenience, and quality to its member libraries. 
The awarded vendor (currently Demco) can then offer selected materials that include the copyrighted artwork to member organizations.  The Mississippi Library Commission is able to utilize this competitive pricing and offer these products to the public libraries of Mississippi. 

