THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE

INVITATION TO BID # 140104142015-01
PRINTING, TYPESETTING AND PRESORT MAILING

OF THE MISSISSIPPI MARKET BULLETIN

The Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce invites you to submit sealed bids for the following:

PRINTING, TYPESETTING AND PRESORT MAILING

OF THE MISSISSIPPI MARKET BULLETIN

All bids shall be received by the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce’s Purchasing Department at the date, time and address below:
Monday August 4, 2014 10:00 AM  

Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce


121 North Jefferson Street

Jackson, MS 39201

All bids shall be sealed and shall reach the above address no later than the below listed hour, at which time they will be publicly opened, read aloud and tabulated.  Bids received after the designated time will not be considered:
All bids shall be submitted on bid forms issued by the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce.  No oral, telegraphed, telephone or facsimile modification of the bid will be considered.  Stamped or facsimile signatures shall not be accepted.  Original bids must be submitted typed or written in ink.  ALL BIDS MUST BE SIGNED OR THEY WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.

Alternate bids, unless specifically requested by the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce, will not be considered.

The bidder is advised to familiarize himself with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, regulations and codes.
The Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce is exempt from federal excise taxes and state and local sales or use taxes.  Therefore, the bidder must quote prices, which do not include such taxes.  Exemption information will be furnished upon request.

IT IS THE INTENT OF THE SPECIFICATIONS TO OBTAIN A QUALITY PUBLICATION THAT WILL ADEQUATELY MEET THE NEEDS OF THE USER WHILE PROMOTING THE GREATEST EXTENT OF COMPETITION THAT IS PRACTICABLE.  IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PROSPECTIVE BIDDER TO REVIEW THE ENTIRE BID PACKET AND TO NOTIFY THE MISSISSIPPI DEAPRTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE IF THE SPECIFICATIONS, INSTRUCTIONS, GENERAL OR SPECIAL CONDITIONS ARE FORMULATED IN A MANNER WHICH WOULD UNNECESSARILY RESTRICT COMPETITION.  ANY PROTEST OR QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE SPECIFICATIONS OR BIDDING PROCEDURES MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE NOT LESS THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE TIME AND DATE SET FOR THE BID OPENING.

Questions and/or requests for clarifications may be emailed to hewitt@mdac.state.ms.us or faxed to Hewitt Pittman at (601) 354 – 6502.  Inquiries by telephone will not be answered.  Inquiries and/or questions must be faxed or e-mailed.

The bid shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder whose bid meets the requirements and criteria set forth in the Invitation to Bid.  The bid shall be awarded on the basis of the lowest bottom line figure, and in the best interest of the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce and the State of Mississippi.  The bid shall not be evaluated for any requirement or criterion not disclosed in the Invitation to Bid.
The award will be made on the basis of the lowest or best bid.  Factors to be considered in determining the best bid include:

· Price

· Conformity

· Responsibility of Bidder

· Bidders Ability to Deliver as Per Specifications

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

The Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids, to waive any informality in bids, and unless otherwise specified by the bidders, to accept any items on the bid.  All purchases by the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce are dependent upon availability of funds.

No bid shall be altered or amended after the specified time for opening bids.

Contracts and purchases will be made or entered into with the lowest, responsible bidder meeting the specifications.

Bid openings shall be conducted open to the public.  However, they will serve only to open bids.  No discussion will be entered into with any vendor/bidder as to the quality or provisions of the specifications, and no award will be made either stated or implied at the bid opening.  All bidders are invited and encouraged to attend the bid opening meeting to review the submitted bids.  After the close of the bid opening meeting, the bids will be considered to be in the evaluation process and will not be available for review by the bidders.  Questions will not be answered as a result of telephone inquiries.  A notice of award will be mailed to all bidders.

Invoices are to be mailed to:

                   Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce

                   P.O. Box 1609
                   Jackson, MS 39215
Payment will be made 45 (forty-five) days after receipt of merchandise (approved and accepted) and an original invoice.

Any requests concerning this invitation to bid or the bid process should be in writing addressed to:

Hewitt Pittman, Purchasing Director

Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce


P.O. Box 1609


Jackson, Mississippi 39215 – 1609


OR


Hewitt Pittman,  Purchasing Director

Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce


121 North Jefferson Street


Jackson, Mississippi 39201


FAX NUMBER (601) 354-6502


Email Address – hewitt@mdac.ms.gov
Correction or Withdrawal of Bids; Cancellation of Awards

Correction or withdrawal of inadvertently erroneous bids before or after award, or

cancellation of awards or contracts based on such bid mistakes shall be permitted in accordance with regulations promulgated by the Office of Purchasing, Travel and Fleet Management. After bid opening, no changes in bid prices or other provisions of bids prejudicial to the interest of the State or fair competition shall be permitted. Except as otherwise provided by regulation, all decisions to permit the correction or withdrawal of bids, or to cancel awards or contracts based on bid mistakes shall be supported by a written determination made by the Chief Procurement Officer or head of a purchasing agency with the approval of the Chief Procurement Officer.

Amendments to Invitations for Bids
Amendments to Invitations for Bids shall be identified as such and may require that the bidder acknowledge receipt of all amendments issued. The amendment shall reference the portions of the Invitation for Bids it amends.

Withdrawal of Bids

Bids may be modified or withdrawn by written notice received in the office designated in the

Invitation for Bids prior to the time and date set for bid opening.

Late Bids, Late Withdrawals, and Late Modifications

Any bid received after the time and date set for receipt of bids is late. Any withdrawal or modification of a bid received after the time and date set for opening of bids at the place designated for opening is late. No late bid, late modification, or late withdrawal will be considered unless receipt would have been timely but for the action or inaction of state personnel directly serving the procurement.

Confidential Data

The Agency Procurement Officer shall examine the bids to determine the validity of any requests for nondisclosure of trade secrets and other proprietary data identified in writing. If the parties do not agree as to the disclosure of data, the Agency Procurement Officer shall inform the bidders in writing what portions of the bids will be disclosed and that, unless the bidder protests under Chapter 6, Legal and Contractual Remedies, the bids will be so disclosed. The bids shall be

open to inspection as set forth in Section 1.108, Public Access to Procurement Information, subject to any continuing prohibition on the disclosure of confidential data.
Mistakes in Bids

Correction or withdrawal of a bid because of an inadvertent, nonjudgmental mistake in the bid requires careful consideration to protect the integrity of the competitive bidding system and to assure fairness. If the mistake is attributable to an error in judgment, the bid may not be corrected. Bid correction or withdrawal by reason of a nonjudgmental mistake is permissible but only to the extent it is not contrary to the interest of the State or the fair treatment of other bidders.

Product Acceptability

The Invitation for Bids shall set forth any evaluation criterion to be used in determining product acceptability. It may require the submission of bid samples, descriptive literature, technical data, or other material. It may also provide for accomplishing any of the following prior to award:

(1) Inspection or testing of a product prior to award for such characteristics as quality or workmanship.

(2) Examination of such elements as appearance, finish, taste, or feel.

(3) Other examinations to determine whether it conforms with any other purchase

description requirements.

The acceptability evaluation is not conducted for the purpose of determining whether one bidder's item is superior to another but only to determine that a bidder's offering is acceptable as set forth in the Invitation for Bids. Any bidder's offering which does not meet the acceptability requirements shall be rejected as non-responsive.

Bidders must, upon request by MDAC, supply satisfactory evidence of their ability to furnish products or services in accordance with the terms and conditions of these specifications.  MDAC reserves the right to make the final determination as to the bidder’s ability to issue a first class publication without delay.

The vendor shall submit a publication sample along with bid.  The sample, printed by the prospective bidder, will be used in the bid evaluation.  Please see Section 2 under Printing for more information concerning the printed sample. 

Office Closure Statement

If the agency is closed for any reason, including but not limited to: acts of God, strikes, lockouts, riots, acts of war, epidemics, governmental regulations superimposed after the fact, fire earthquakes, floods, or other natural disasters, (the “Force Majeure Events”), which closure prevents the opening of bids/proposals at the advertised date and time, all bids/proposals received shall be publicly opened and read aloud on the next business day that the agency shall be open and at the previously advertised time. The new date and time of the bid opening, as determined in accordance with this paragraph, shall not be advertised, and all Vendors/Contractors, upon submission of a bid/proposal, shall be deemed to have knowledge of and shall have agreed to the provisions of this paragraph. Bids/Proposals shall be received by the agency until the new date and time of the bid opening as set forth herein. The agency shall not be held responsible for the receipt of any bids for which the delivery was attempted and failed due to the closure of the agency as a result of a Force Majeure Event. Each Vendor//Contractor shall be required to ensure the delivery and receipt of its bid by the agency prior to the new date and time of the bid opening.  

The terms of the contract become effective August 15, 2014 and the first issue of the Mississippi Market Bulletin to be printed and presorted under this contract will be for the September 1, 2014 issue.  Bids will be based on the specifications and information contained herein:  (Bidders must submit bids on both printing and presort mailing of the Mississippi Market Bulletin).  Bid forms for both printing and presort mailing are attached.  Contract will be awarded to a single bidder for both printing and presort mailing of the Mississippi Market Bulletin.

This printing and presort mailing contract shall be in effect for two (2) years commencing August 15, 2014, providing however, that MDAC shall have the right, with the consent of the contractor, to extend this contract, for one (1) additional year.  This contract may be canceled by MDAC upon finding by MDAC that the contractor is unable to fulfill the provisions of these specifications.  The contract may be awarded to the next lowest and best bidder of new bids taken as determined by MDAC.

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE
PRINTING, TYPESETTING AND PRESORT MAILING

OF THE MISSISSIPPI MARKET BULLETIN
BID FORM FOR # 140104142015-01
Sealed bids must be received by the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce at the addresses set forth on page 1 of the invitation to bid no later than:

Monday August 4, 2014 10:00 AM  

THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY/OR ALL BIDS.

Bid price shall be effective for at least six (6) months.

Length of Time Frame of Pricing _____________________
** ALL BIDS MUST BE SIGNED

NAME OF COMPANY 
_______________________________

COMPLETE ADDRESS
________________________________




________________________________




________________________________

CONTACT PERSON

________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER
_________________________________

FAX NUMBER

_________________________________

E-MAIL


_________________________________

SIGNATURE OF BIDDER
_________________________________
Are you quoting virgin newsprint or newsprint made from recovered materials? ____________________________________________________
If you are quoting newsprint made from recovered materials, please supply the percentage of post-consumer waste content in the newsprint._________________
PRINTING BID FORM 1
	Quantity
	Bid 24

Page Issue
	Bid 28

Page Issue
	Bid 32

Page Issue
	Bid 36

Page Issue
	Bid 40

Page Issue

	10,000
	               (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)

	20,000
	               (.01)
	           (.01)  
	           (.01)
	           (.01)  
	           (.01)  

	30,000
	               (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)

	40,000
	               (.04) 
	           (.11)
	           (.18)
	           (.18)
	           (.04)

	50,000
	               (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)

	60,000
	               (.01)
	           (.01) 
	           (.01)
	           (.01) 
	           (.01) 

	70,000
	               (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)

	80,000
	               (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)

	90,000
	               (.01)
	           (.01) 
	           (.01)
	           (.01) 
	           (.01) 

	100,000
	               (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)
	           (.01)


· See Section 2 of the specifications
· The current volume is approximately 46,000 but is subject to change at 
subscription renewal.

· Text printed in one section consecutive with numbered pages ranging 24 to 40 
pages.

PRINTING BID FORM 2

QUOTATION OF ADDITIONAL QUANTITIES IN THOUSAND LOTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SPECIFICATIONS

	QUANTITY
	24 PAGE ISSUED BID
	28 PAGE ISSUED BID
	32 PAGE

ISSUED BID
	36 PAGE

ISSUED BID  
	40 PAGE

ISSUED BID  

	11,000 –

20,000
	                 (.01)
	                 (.01)
	               (.01)
	               (.01)
	               (.01)

	21,000 – 

30,000
	                 (.01)
	                 (.01)
	               (.01)
	               (.01)
	               (.01)

	31,000 –

40,000
	                 (.01)
	                 (.03)
	               (.03)
	               (.03)
	               (.01)

	41,000 – 50,000
	                 (.06)
	                 (.06)
	               (.18)
	               (.18)            
	               (.06)            

	51,000 –

60,000
	                 (.01)
	                 (.01)
	               (.01)
	               (.01)   
	               (.01)   

	61,000 –

70,000
	                 (.01)
	                 (.01)
	               (.01)
	               (.01)
	               (.01)

	71,000 –

80,000
	                 (.01)
	                 (.01)
	               (.01)
	               (.01)
	               (.01)

	81,000 –

90,000
	                (.01)
	                 (.01)
	               (.01)
	               (.01)
	               (.01)

	91,000 –

100,000
	                 (.01)
	                 (.01)
	               (.01)
	               (.01)
	               (.01)


· See Section 2 of the specifications
· The current volume is approximately 46,000 but is subject to change at 
subscription renewal.
· Text printed in one section consecutive with numbered pages ranging 24 to 40 
pages.

PRESORT MAILING

Presort mailing price per unit
     ________________________________
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE 
SPECIFICATIONS FOR PRINTING, TYPESETTING AND
 PRESORT MAILING OF
THE MISSISSIPPI MARKET BULLETIN
PRINTING

1.
The total number of copies of the Mississippi Market Bulletin to be printed is 10,000 up to 100,000*.  The publication will contain from 24 to 40** consecutive pages, depending upon the amount of copy available and specified by MDAC. MDAC uses PC based Adobe InDesign software to generate a four-color process PDF file, which can be downloaded from the MDAC FTP site. The vendor will be responsible for making halftones, stripping and imposition.  Pages will be 11.5” X 14” (folds to 7” x 11.5”) and paper to be of good quality 30# newsprint. Print quality must be a minimum of 85 lines per inch. Each bidder should fill in the information on the newsprint you are quoting. Vendors must process digital output directly to film for accurate alignment and best quality. Per Mississippi Code 31-7-15, vendors quoting newsprint made from recovered materials will be given a preference.  

Text to be printed with soy based black ink.  Front and back cover will be a four-color process, with inside text pages in black ink only. 

2.
For evaluation purposes, we have determined the relative weights for each quantity/page bracket.  These weights are based on anticipated quantities and number of pages, during the upcoming contract period.  The weights are shown as a percentage, which indicates the probability that we will order from that specific bracket.  For example, quantity bracket 11,000 to 20,000 – 16 page issue shows a weight of     .01  .  This weight indicates that there is     1  % chance that we will use this quantity during the contract period. To evaluate the bids, we will take the price that has been bid for each quantity/page bracket and multiply it by the weight to determine a weighted price.   We will then take the total of all weighted prices to arrive at a bottom line bid for printing.  The bottom line bid for printing, will be added to the price per thousand for presort mail to arrive at an overall bottom line bid.  The bottom line bid for printing and presort mail will account for 65% of the total bid.


The remaining 35% of the total bid will be based on the printed sample provided by the vendor.  The printed sample shall include a publication comparable to the specifications mention above in section 1. Evaluation criteria will include, but not limited to, the following:  quality of publication, sharpness of color, layout, etc.  An appointed Evaluation Committee knowledgeable in the printing profession will evaluate all sample publications.            
3.
The Mississippi Market Bulletin will be issued bi-monthly, dated 15 days apart, after the first issued date agreed upon, or on the first and fifteenth day of each month.  The paper is to be ready for delivery (as specified in the attached schedule) unless another date and time is verbally agreed upon by both parties. Also, the Mississippi Market Bulletin must be delivered to the place specified by MDAC and stacked neatly and safely in close proximity or such place as specified by MDAC.  

4.
If a copy is requested to be sent for verification, it shall be sent in time for the copy to be proofread and returned to the printer so that the Mississippi Market Bulletin must be printed and mailed at least three (3) business days before the date of issue (as specified in the attached schedule) unless another date is verbally agreed upon by both parties.  Papers shall be securely bundled in weights of 20 to 40 pounds per bundle.  The papers should be bundled in such a way that all papers are usable and not damaged by strapping material.
5.
All papers must be folded to a quarter fold, straight and with sharp crease.  Accuracy in composition is absolutely necessary.   All parts of the issue must be folded within the front and back pages.  The number of pages in each issue shall be determined by MDAC.  Extra copies that have been printed should be delivered to MDAC office in Jackson on date papers have been mailed to subscribers.

6.
MDAC reserves the right, upon giving the printer ten days notice, to omit one or more issues of the Mississippi Market Bulletin when offerings or listings are not sufficient to justify publication or when funds are not available for printing.

7.
The vendor must guarantee that security of the Market Bulletin mailing list and publications will be maintained at all times.

8.
With the prior permission of MDAC, special advertising inserts for the State Fair, Dixie National rodeo, and other events may be allowed in the Bulletin.  The advertising agency making the insert request will bear the additional costs involved and will be submitted a separate bill for the ad.  The contractor shall ensure that MDAC is not charged for these special inserts.

PRESORT MAILING 

1.
The Mississippi Market Bulletin is a bi-monthly publication which currently has approximately 46,000 subscribers.

2. MDAC will provide an electronic subscription file (ASCII format) with subscriber account information, including names and addresses sorted by zip code.  The vendor compares MDAC subscription file with the United States Postal Services’ Code Accuracy Support System (CASS) for accuracy.  When 96% accuracy rate is reached, Vendor updates the electronic file and MDAC receives a substantial discount in each issue of the Market Bulletin.  The updated electronic file is then fed into the contractor’s machine to print subscriber information including name and address directly on the newspaper.  Contractor’s employees will deliver the Market Bulletin newspapers to the post office according to postal requirements.

3.
MDAC will furnish the contractor an accounting of the number of pieces by the contractor, along with the properly bagged papers to the designated Post Office for distribution.  Delivery to the designated Post Office must occur (as specified in the attached schedule) prior to the date published on the newspaper.  In the event that the date published on the newspaper falls on a postal holiday or Sunday, the paper will be mailed 72 hours prior to the publication date printed on the newspaper.

4.
Currently, the Jackson Post Office is the only entry point, which has an established account.  To establish an additional entry point within Mississippi will require a sixty (60) day review process by the postal authorities.  Therefore, the awarded contractor will be required to use the Jackson point of entry until a new account has been established.  

5.
Failure by the contractor to meet MDAC’s timetable and the U.S. Postal Regulations will be justification to terminate the contract or to impose penalties if the cause is within the contractor’s control.  Contractor will absorb additional mailing costs incurred by MDAC, which are the result of contractor’s failure to properly sort mail according to postal regulations and obtain the lowest postage allowable. 

6.
MDAC reserves the right to reject any or all bids and ask for new bids.  When the contract is awarded, it shall be to the lowest and best bidder, taking into consideration accessibility, quality presort mailing equipment and the ability of the contractor to deliver the newspaper to the designated Post Office with the timetable listed and at the lowest cost.

7.
MDAC reserves the right, upon giving the contractor ten days notice to omit one or more issues of the Mississippi Market Bulletin when offerings or listings are not sufficient to justify publication and sorting or when funds are not available for printing.

MISSISSIPPI MAREKT BULLETIN SCHEDULE

PUBLICATION


  PUBLISHER RECEIVE                

    MAIL

       DATE  


   MARKET BULLETIN          
                  MARKET BULLETIN

SEPT. 1, 2014


THURSDAY, AUG. 21, 2014

TUESDAY, AUG. 26, 2014

SEPT. 15, 2014


THURSDAY, SEPT. 4, 2014

TUESDAY, SEPT. 9, 2014

OCT. 1, 2014


THURSDAY, SEPT. 18, 2014

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23, 2014

OCT. 15, 2014


THURSDAY, OCT. 2, 2014

THURSDAY, OCT. 9, 2014

NOV. 1, 2014


THURSDAY, OCT. 23, 2014

TUESDAY, OCT. 28, 2014

NOV. 15, 2014


THURSDAY, NOV. 6, 2014

TUESDAY, NOV. 11, 2014

DEC. 1, 2014


THURSDAY, NOV. 20, 2014

TUESDAY, NOV. 25, 2014

DEC. 15, 2014


THURSDAY, DEC. 4, 2014

TUESDAY, DEC. 9, 2014

JAN. 1, 2015


THURSDAY, DEC. 18, 2014

TUESDAY, DEC. 23, 2014

JAN. 15, 2015


THURSDAY, JAN. 8, 2015

TUESDAY, JAN. 13, 2015

FEB. 1, 2015


THURSDAY, JAN. 22, 2015

TUESDAY, JAN. 27, 2015

FEB. 15, 2015


THURSDAY, FEB. 5, 2015

TUESDAY, FEB. 10, 2015

MAR. 1, 2015


THURSDAY, FEB. 19, 2015

TUESDAY, FEB. 24, 2015

MAR. 15, 2015


THURSDAY, MAR. 5, 2015

TUESDAY, MAR. 10, 2015

APR. 1, 2015


THURSDAY, MAR. 19, 2015

TUESDAY, MAR. 24, 2015

APR. 15, 2015


THURSDAY, APR. 2, 2015

THURSDAY, APR. 9, 2015

MAY 1, 2015


THURSDAY, APR. 23, 2015

TUESDAY, APR. 28, 2015

MAY 15, 2015


THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2015

TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015

JUNE 1, 2015


THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2015

TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2015

JUNE 15, 2015


THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2015

TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2015

JULY 1, 2015


THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 2015

TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2015

JULY 15, 2015


THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2015

THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2015

AUG. 1, 2015


THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2015

TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2015

AUG. 15, 2015


THURSDAY, AUG. 6, 2015

TUESDAY, AUG. 11, 2015

SEPT. 1, 2015


THURSDAY, AUG. 20, 2015

TUESDAY. AUG. 25, 2015

SEPT. 15, 2015


THURSDAY, SEPT. 3, 2015

TUESDAY. SEPT. 8, 2015
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1

