
 
 

Notice of Intent to Certify Sole Source 
 

 
 
To:  Interested Parties 
 
From:  Stacy Baldwin  
  Agency Procurement Officer    
 
Date:  September 10, 2015 
 
Re:  Sole Source Certification Number SS0008 for the Odyssey Imaging System  
 
Contact Email Address:  solesource@umc.edu  
 
 
 
Sole Source Certification Award Details 
 
Regarding UMMC Sole Source Certification Number SS0008 for the Odyssey Imaging System, 
please be advised that UMMC intends to award the purchase of the Odyssey Imaging System to 
LI-COR Biosciences as the sole source provider of the Odyssey Imaging System.  
 
UMMC issues this notice in accordance with Mississippi state law, policy, and procedures for 
sole source procurements. 
 
Sole Source Criteria 
 

1. Where the compatibility of equipment, accessories, or replacement parts is the paramount 
consideration (and manufacturer is the sole supplier).   

2. Where a sole supplier’s item is needed for trial use or testing.   
3. Where a sole supplier’s item is to be required when no other item will service the needs 

of UMMC.    
 
 
Schedule 
 

Task Date 
First Advertisement Date September 10, 2015 
Second Advertisement Date September 17, 2015 
Response Deadline from Objectors September 24, 2015, at 3:00 p.m. 

Central Time 

mailto:solesource@umc.edu


Notice of Award/No Award Posted Not before September 24, 2015 
 
 
Project Details 
 
The University of Mississippi Medical Center seeks to purchase of the Odyssey Infrared Imaging 
System from LI-COR Biosciences.  The Odyssey system is used to measure a broad linear dynamic 
range to accurately detect strong and weak bands on the same western blot by using florescent 
labeled antibodies. 
 
The LI-COR Odyssey Scanner is an infrared imaging system that has the capability to measure a 
broad linear dynamic range to accurately detect strong and weak bands on the same western blot 
by using florescent labeled antibodies. High sensitivity is one important feature to detect protein 
levels from different tissue samples (brain, heart, muscle, fat, muscle, kidney, spleen, liver) and 
molecular weights which permits much more accurate quantification of the relative western blot 
bands due to highest signal-to-noise ratios. All information is perfectly synchronized to the system 
and the open platform for multiple applications (western blot, protein arrays, In-Cell western 
assays, On-Cell western assays, ELISA, in vivo imaging, DNA gel documentation) has been 
extensively used at UMMC and published in several peer-reviewed journals. It is also possible to 
reanalyze the collected data or verify/validate the original.  The LI-COR Odyssey Scanner is 
sensitive and flexible; the data acquisition and management software is very sophisticated.  All 
these features cannot be found in other commercially available infrared imaging systems.  
 
The LI-COR Odyssey Scanner was developed and optimized to detect specific florescent labeled 
antibodies with highest sensitivity and accuracy. It is unique especially at 700-800 nm range 
detection system, and no other systems can achieve similar sensitivity at highest (800 nm) 
detection. Two color quantitative detection of western blot allows normalization of the target 
molecule by simultaneously quantification detection of a second target protein. In vivo and in vitro 
experiments using detection of fluorescently probe targets can be performed in mice or rats. 
 
There are imagers made by other manufacturers, but only the Odyssey Scanner is capable of 
imaging a variety of specimen for a variety of purposes.  All information is perfectly synchronized 
to the system and the open platform for multiple applications has been extensively used at UMMC 
and published in several peer-reviewed journals.  
 
LI-COR is the only vendor who offers and makes the Odyssey CLx Infrared Imaging System.  This 
system is not available domestically from any other distributor or reseller.  Please refer to the LI-
COR justification dated September 9, 2015 regarding sole source status, attached hereto as 
Attachment A.   
 
The amount to be expended for the purchase of the Odyssey Infrared Imaging System is 
$51,264.00, including shipping. This amount is within the expected price range for this equipment.   
 
LI-COR is the sole manufacturer and exclusive distributor for the Odyssey Infrared Imaging 
System. Through market intelligence, UMMC was able to negotiate best pricing for this new 
system.  All applicable discounts were explored and applied. 



 
Submission Instructions and Format of Response from Objecting Parties 
 
Interested parties who have reason to believe that the Odyssey Infrared Imaging System should 
not be certified as a sole source should provide information in the following format for the State 
to use in determining whether or not to proceed with awarding the sole source to LI-COR 
Biosciences. 
 

1.1 Interested Party Information 
 

1.1.1 Company Name and Address  
 

1.1.2 Contact Name, Phone Number, and Email Address 
 
1.1.3 Company Website URL, if applicable 

 
1.2 Objection to Sole Source Certification 
 

1.2.1 Interested parties must present specific objections to the sole source 
certification, including, but not limited to, the following:  
 
1.2.1.1 A detailed explanation of why Interested Party believes the Odyssey 

Infrared Imaging System is not a sole source procurement.  
 

1.2.1.2 If Interested Party claims a comparable product exists, the objection 
must contain:  

 
1.2.1.2.1 A description of the commodity that Interested Party 

believes is comparable to the Odyssey Infrared Imaging 
System;  

1.2.1.2.2 An explanation of why Interested Party’s commodity can 
also meet the needs of the agency; and  

1.2.1.2.3 A list of sources from which Interested Party’s 
commodity may be procured.  
 

1.2.1.3 If Interested Party claims that the Odyssey Infrared Imaging System 
is available from a source other than LI-COR Biosciences, the 
objection must contain:  
 
1.2.1.3.1 A written statement from LI-COR Biosciences that 

Interested Party is an authorized distributor or reseller of 
the Odyssey Infrared Imaging System.   

 
1.2.1.4 A statement regarding the Interested Party’s capabilities as related to 

this sole source certification.  
 



1.3 Objections must include the certification in Attachment B.  
 

1.4 Comments will be accepted at any time prior to Thursday, September 24, 2015, at 
3:00 p.m. (Central Time) to solesource@umc.edu.  Responses may be delivered via 
email to solesource@umc.edu.  UMMC WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
DELAYS IN THE DELIVERY OF RESPONSES.  It is solely the responsibility of 
the Interested Parties that responses reach UMMC on time.  Responses received after 
the deadline and responses that lack all required information will be rejected.  UMMC 
reserves the right to inspect Interested Party’s commodity for comparison purposes.   

 
 
If you have any questions concerning the information above or if we can be of further assistance, 
please contact solesource@umc.edu.   
 
 
Attachment A:  Vendor Correspondence  
Attachment B:  Objection Certification  
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Attachment B 

 
 

 
SUBMITTED IN RESPONSE TO 

Sole Source Certification No. SS0008 
Accepted until September 24, 2015, at 3:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

I certify that the information contained in this objection is true and accurate to the best 
of my knowledge.  I understand that UMMC will investigate all statements made in this 
objection and that any false or misleading information provided may result in adverse 
action.     

 
__________________________________ 
Objector Name 
Objector’s title 

 
__________________________________ 
Date 
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