Mississippi State University
Notice of Proposed Sole Source Purchase 

Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description): 
Steinway Model B Piano

2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s) and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 
Steinway Pianos are regarded as the “standard” within the music profession. The Department of Music is in the process of becoming an “All-Steinway” School, and this requires that all of the pianos utilized in the department are Steinways. The purpose of this initiative is to provide the very best instruments to our students so that their learning experience occurs at the very highest level of musical excellence.

3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 
The name of the company is Steinway & Sons, New York. There are a number of dealers that carry Steinway Pianos, however, as per the letter from Steinway, the only possible provider to MSU is the local distributor, Amro Music located in Memphis, Tennessee.

4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
The estimated cost of the Steinway B is $85,250.00. As the list price for this instrument is $97,000.00, the estimated price is quite reasonable for an instrument of this quality.

5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Head of the Department of Music has examined several options for purchase of this instrument. As Steinway & Sons has its own dealer network throughout the world, each region has a primary vendor that services accounts within that region, therefore, based upon the letter from Steinway, a competitive bid would not reap any competition.

	

Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Don Buffum, CPPO
Director of Procurement & Contracts
dbuffum@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.

.

