The University of Southern Mississippi
Notice of Proposed Sole Source Purchase
SSP 16-008    RFx:  3150000254

The University of Southern Mississippi anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase. Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
1. Description of the commodity that USM is seeking to procure:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Germanium well detectors are used to measure short-lived isotopes (e.g., 137CS, 210PB, and 7Be), which are in turn used to date sediments and determine accumulation rates. They can be applied to sediment collected all over the world.

2. Explanation of why the commodity is the only one that meets the needs of the agency:  There are two companies that make these types of devices: 
Ortec and Canberra. However, the equivalent well-type devices manufactured by Ortec (attachment 1) do not have the same energy to absolute detection efficiency relationship as Canberra (attachment 2), meaning the Ortec devices will take longer to count samples in the lab to produce the same results. Therefore, I am requesting the Canberra Germanium Well Detector GCW 1522.

3. Explanation of why the source is the only source, person or entity that can provide the required commodity:  
There are two companies that make these types of devices: Ortec and Canberra. However, the equivalent well-type devices manufactured by Ortec (attachment 1) do not have the same energy to absolute detection efficiency relationship as Canberra (attachment 2), meaning the Ortec devices will take longer to count samples in the lab to produce the same results. Therefore, I am requesting the Canberra Germanium Well Detector GCW 1522.

4. Explanation of why the amount to be expended for the commodity is reasonable:  
The purchase of this instrument is necessary to complete all aspects of my research, in addition to allowing the lab to collaborate with numerous researchers outside of the University.

5. Efforts that the agency went through to obtain the best possible price for the commodity:  
Multiple on-phone and in-person conversations were conducted to obtain the best possible price and to find the equipment that would meet the need for the School of Kinesiology.  

	Advertisement Schedule
	Date

	1st scheduled
	October 26, 2015  

	2nd scheduled
	November 2, 2015  



Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice by November 8, 2015 at 8:00 a.m. to:
Steve Ballew
Director of Procurement & Contracts 
118 College Dr. Box # 5003, Hattiesburg, MS 39406
(601) 266-4131
Steve.ballew@usm.edu
Subject Line must read "Sole Source Objection"

The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement. Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable. 

If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, USM determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then USM will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.

If USM determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then USM will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board. USM will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.
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