Mississippi State University
Notice of Proposed Sole Source Purchase 
[bookmark: _GoBack]156-87

Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description): 
The commodities to be purchased are two TSI Model 3302A Aerosol Diluter, to be used in combination with a TSI Model 3321 Aerodynamic Particle Sizer (APS) that MSU-ICET has previously purchased.  These diluters will be used in a project subject to nuclear grade quality measurements.

2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s), how is it unique from all other options, and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 
This unit is required for making high-precision measurements of the particle size distribution from 0.37 µm to 20 µm upstream of nuclear grade filters being evaluated on one of our Large-Scale HEPA filter test stands. MSU-ICET has previously purchased a TSI Model 3321 APS, and these Aerosol Diluters are specifically designed to be used in combination with this TSI Model 3321 APS. The aerosol diluter is used to reduce the aerosol concentrations to measureable values by the APS in high concentration situations.  
No other manufacturer produces a similar product to the TSI aerosol diluter that is compatible with the TSI Model 3321 APS.

3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 
TSI, Inc. is the manufacturer and distributor for this system.  Conduction research under the NQA-1 Quality Assurance Program requires that all items used in quality assured applications must be secured from a qualified vendor.  This requires MSU-ICET to send a team of auditors to every vendor to qualify assured components used in our research.  TSI was audited in spring 2015 and added to MSU-ICET’s qualified supplier’s list. 
No other manufacturer produces a similar product to the TSI aerosol diluter that is compatible with the TSI Model 3321 APS.

4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
Two diluters are needed, one that will provide a 20:1 dilution ratio, and one that will provide a 100:1 dilution ratio.  The price for each is $9,245.00.  MSU currently uses eight 3302A Aerosol Diluters along with numerous additional aerosol measurement instruments provided by TSI.  Based on the purchasing records of those MSU owned instruments, the costs is determined reasonable. 

5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:
A comprehensive review of available instrumentation indicates that this is the only diluter available for use with the TSI Model 3321 APS. 
	

Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Don Buffum, CPPO
Director of Procurement & Contracts
dbuffum@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.
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