Mississippi State University
Notice of Proposed Sole Source Purchase 
156-100

Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description): 

· Wintersteiger Cibus Forage header part #0233.1001.01
· 1.5m cutting width
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Hydraulic driven 4 piece pickup reel, 0-60 RPM, double brushes for continuous feeding
· Hydraulic driven double knife with stepless adjustable knife speed

2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s), how is it unique from all other options, and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 
· This item fulfills the needs of the MSU Forage/Bioenergy Research group and the MAFES Forage Variety Testing Group.  We all struggle to find the most efficient, accurate and safest way to harvest thousands of cool-season research plots all across the state on an annual basis.  The Forage/Bioenergy team purchased a Wintersteiger Cibus-S plot harvester in 2010 ($160,000) for harvesting warm-season forages.  The Cibus-S harvester has since been outfitted with state of the art mapping software and computing and weighing hardware ($16,000).  The proposed sole source purchase is an attachment to allow the Cibus-S harvester to quickly and safely harvest delicate cool-season forages without sacrificing accuracy.  Other options for a similar utility require costly investment in additional base harvester units and further associated cost in retrofitting base units with cool-season forage harvesting hardware.  These units will not be suitable for use in warm-season crops or biomass crops. 

3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 

· Wintersteiger designs and builds this header specifically for the Cibus-S forage harvesting machine
· This is the only header on the market that provides double brushes for continuous feeding and stepless hydraulic adjustable knife speed

4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
· Item #0233.1001.01 - $26,600
· Destination charges - $4,500
· Total - $31,100
Similar base harvester units from competitors begin at $125,000.  This does not include cool-season or warm-season specific harvest aids, or computer-based harvest and mapping software programs.

5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:

· We have spoken to two companies that are currently producing research grade plot-style forage harvesters.  Neither of the companies produce a forage header that is compatible with the Wintersteiger plot harvester already in use.  
· The Wintersteiger Company has reduced destination (freight) charges from $8,000 (quoted in May, 2016) to $4,500 in order to make the price more affordable. 
Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Don Buffum, CPPO
Director of Procurement & Contracts
dbuffum@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.
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