The University of Southern Mississippi
Notice of Proposed Sole Source Purchase
SSP 17_007

The University of Southern Mississippi anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase. Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
	
1. Description of the commodity that USM is seeking to procure: 
USM is seeking to modernize an i80 Nikon Eclipse fluorescent microscopy workstation. The upgrade components include the ability to image and analyze fixed samples in brightfield and fluorescence utilizing a Photometrics DNYO CCD Monochrome camera, Nikon DS-Fi2 CCD Color Camera, NIS-Elements Basic Research software and an imaging station. 
2. Explanation of why the commodity is the only one that meets the needs of the agency:
Due to the age of the current imaging station and cameras, neither are supported with newest release of NIS-Elements Basic Research, therefore the items needing to be purchased are required to make the system as a whole functional. 
3. Explanation of why the source is the only source is the only person or entity that can provide the required commodity:
The 80i Microscope Upgrades are proprietary products manufactured and sold by Nikon. There are not any Nikon Instruments authorized dealers in the Mississippi are form who the University could make this purchase. The requested PC, software, and microscope components upgrade comes outfitted with the specialized drivers and ports needed to operate the microscope. Thus, an alternative PC setup cannot be obtained from a secondary source. 
4. Explanation of why the amount to be expended for the commodity is reasonable:
Upgrading, rather than replacing, represents the most cost effective strategy for expanding the imaging offering of the MS INBRE Imaging core facility. 
5. Efforts that the agency went through to obtain the best possible price for the commodity:
[bookmark: _GoBack]MS INBRE personnel worked closely with Nikon sales reps to negotiate the best price. The agency decided to upgrade the current equipment, rather than replacing it, to get the best possible price. This upgrade will greatly enhance use cases and relieve pressure from other microscopy equipment. 
	Advertisement Schedule
	Date

	1st scheduled
	October 21, 2016

	2nd scheduled
	October 28, 2016



Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice by November 8, 2016 at 8:00 a.m. to:
Steve Ballew
Director of Procurement & Contracts
Steve.ballew@usm.edu
Subject Line must read "Sole Source Objection"
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement. Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable. 

If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, USM determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then USM will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.

If USM determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then USM will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board. USM will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.
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