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Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a sole source purchase.  Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the procedures outlined below.
1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description): 
Perkin Elmer Avio 200 ICP Emission Spectrometer w/cyclonic spray and concentric nebulizer system, bench-top ICP-OES, vertical plasma design capable of handling difficult high-matirx samples, RF generator with flat plate, and smallest ICP. It has dual viewing optics allowing for radially or axially viewing of the plasma. Fastest startup time, and lowest argon consumption. Overall reduced ownership costs. (See attached quote).

2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s), how is it unique from all other options, and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department: 
Having the smallest footprint of any ICP on the market it, will fit in a designated lab area without any modifications to existing lab fixtures. Samples to be run are primarily soil extracts and plant digests which have a high matrix which this instrument is capable of handling due to the matrix-tolerant plasma design.  No other ICP-OES instrument can warmup in just 10 minutes saving on argon costs as well as operator time and overall increasing sample throughput efficiency. Instrument is capable of being completely shut down saving on electrical and argon costs. Due to its software control of the viewing, it is has a wide range of sensitivity. Instrument covers the full spectral range of 160 to 900 nm. Instrument has a compressed air shear to cut off the cool end of the axial plasma reducing material deposition and is capable of tolerating >5% total dissolved solids. Given the nature of soil and plant samples, this instrument is capable of running both organic as well as aqueous mixtures. This instrument also features a quick change torch module and torch injectors can be changed without having to remove the torch assembly.

3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible source that can provide the required item(s): 
Perkin Elmer – Currently the Avio 200 ICP OES spectrometer is the latest instrument on the market with the features specified above. This instrument can be up and running within 10 minutes while typical startup time for other instruments is around 2 hours which wastes time and increases argon costs. This instrument is the only one that has a small enough footprint to fit in the designated lab space without having to make any modifications.
4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered reasonable:
The attached quote shows a net price of $66,960.98 which includes instrument training. The quoted price is highly competitive as most ICP-OES instruments are priced at $90,000 or greater.

5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:
We have met with two companies to discuss their products and have researched online other instruments and features. Two quotes in the early stages of investigating instruments were obtained to perform specific comparisons. Since that time, PE released the Avio 200 at an even lower cost, but with no loss in features/analytical capabilities.
	

Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:
Don Buffum, CPPO
Director of Procurement & Contracts
dbuffum@procurement.msstate.edu
Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”
The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source procurement.  Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.
If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.
If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity, then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board.  MSU will have the burden of proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.
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