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The Mississippi Soil and water Conservation is seeking to procure an inflatable “Soil Tunnel” conservation education display.  The tunnel is 16 feet long, 16 feet wide and 12 feet high.  As individuals walk through the tunnel they will see depictions of the soil and its properties beneath the surface.  This educational display will be used as an educational tool for children and adults as it will contain illustrations pertaining to soil drainage, soil functions, storm water pollution prevention, the impacts of land use on soil, soil organisms and soil conservation.
This inflatable tunnel will meet the needs of the agency as it is the only one known by the agency to depict all functions related to soil health that can be easily transported from location to location by a single individual.
The New Jersey Association of Conservation Districts hold the exclusive design rights for the reproduction of the soil tunnel therefore making that organization the sole supplier of the soil tunnel.
Due to the fact that this commodity would be so beneficial in educating children and adults as to the importance of soil health and the fact that the tunnel is easily transported so that a larger number of individuals can be exposed to this education tool in a year, the current price of $8,750 for the tunnel is considered to be reasonable by the agency.  The MS Soil and water Conservation Commission has communicated with the NJ Association of Conservation Districts directly to obtain this current price and has searched the internet for other educational displays that would provide the same educational benefits, but have fond none.
Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the above mentioned soil tunnel can be provided by another person or entity, should contact the Mississippi Soil and Water Conservation Commission, 680 Monroe St., Suite B, Jackson, MS  39202 no later than September 30, 2016 with a detailed explanation of why the soil tunnel is not a sole source procurement.
